D R A F T

MINUTES OF MEETING (42)

CANADA WATER CONSULTATION FORUM

Date:  

5th March, 2007

Venue:
Alfred Salter School, Quebec Way, Rotherhithe, SE16 7LP

FORUM MEMBERS:

Cllr Lisa Rajan
(CLR)

Pauline Adenwalla
(PA)

Barry Duckett       
(BD)

Gary Glover

(CG)

John Hellings

(JHs)

Brian Hodge

(BH)

Voluntary Rep1
(JG)

Janet Hodge

(JH)

Lisa Hollamby
(LH)

Abuka Issa

(AI)

Ilkan Osman

(IO)

Ian Moore

(IM)

Gareth Osborn
(GO)

LBS Property 

(    )

FAITH Rep

Kath Whittam
(KW)

Spencer Whitworth
(SW)

YOUTH Rep

Cllr Paul Noblet
(PN)

IN ATTENDANCE:

Bold names above +

Shirley Anderson
(SA) Minute Sec.

Anna Devlet

(AD) BL-Canada Quays Ltd.

Adrian Whittle
(AW)LBS Libraries & Culture

Tim Thompson
(TT) LBS - Canada Water Project Director 

Chris Stanton

Consultant

Dr Bob Muid

(BM) Vice Chair CWC; Chairman, Greenland Passage (1996) Ltd

Darryl Telles

(DT) Bermondsey & Rotherhithe renewal

Philip Baker, Steve Cornish, Chris Duncan, John Nosworthy, Jezzer Simon, Adrian Taylor, John Taylor, Chris Thomson,  

APOLOGIES:

Cllr Columba Blango, Cllr Fiona Colley, Val Shawcross, Stephanie and Jim Lodge, Cllr Ann Yates, Jo Sistern, Cllr. David Hubber, Spencer Whitworth, Cllr Lisa Rajan 

1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES:

Pauline Adenwalla (PA) welcomed everyone and gave apologies received.
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (41 - 22/01/07):

Cllr Paul Noblet:  He was in attendance 

Kath Whittam: No mention of mix of dwellings on Mulberry proposals. 

Minutes would be amended.

Proposed:  Gary Glover     Seconded:  John Hellings

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

none
4. SITE UPDATES

Ruth Kelly’s directive to LBS to change designation of Rotherhithe peninsula from Suburban to Urban. 

Steve Cornish: Following meeting at 10.30 tomorrow, 7 March 2007 with TfL in respect of Brunel statue there will be a photoshoot opposing Ruth Kelly’s proposal that this is an urban area. Join forces with people from Dulwich, not just DDC but the whole of Southwark, at approach to Rotherhithe Tunnel.  PN has spoken to Simon Hughes who has agreed to speak to Ruth Kelly to get her to change her mind.

Deputation 28 March at Town Hall in the evening.

Does Val Shawcross support us and would she be prepared to speak with The Mayor. 

Action : 
Steve Cornish to contact Val Shawcross

PA mentioned she has an invitation to Mayor’s Question time in North London if anyone wished to submit a question. 

Brian Hodge (BH) said it would be better to go to GLA and lobby them harder. 

It is his understanding that Ruth Kelly’s directive is a request.  There is no power to force the Council to change its unitary development plan. All the Secretary of State could do is fail to approve, therefore effectively the decision is in hands of the Council. Difficulty might come with the Mayor – there are old and new versions of suburban and urban.  Council needs to dig in heels.  BH has written an open letter to Secretary of State – PA has a copy. The point is about local democracy. The community must be involved at the stage where it can affect the balance – one or two people should not be able to say decision should be overturned because they do not understand. We played our part in the UDP consultation – we should all write to Secretary of State.  PA undertook to on behalf of Forum, individuals can also write and Bob Muid (BM) undertook to put BH’s letter as a template on the CW website (www.canadawater.org).

Action : 
PA to write to Ruth Kelly

BM to load BH’s letter onto website. 

Sites A & B (not Library)

Pauline introduced Tim Thompson, Canada Water Project Director

Downtown :
Judicial review pending.

Site C:  Jo Sistern unable to attend meeting as she is ill but understand Conrad Phoenix are still waiting for TfL traffic study.

Site D:  Wimpey development seems to be on schedule to be finished at the end of this year. They have yet to sell all 17 live / work units

BH:  Given the history of the site – 16 work units equals 32 flats.  BH & PA had repeatedly communicated with Wimpey on the fact that there is no demand for live/work units. People want to rent not buy.  If / when Wimpey apply for conversion the starting point for Council should be £1m into a community development fund. 

PA said that since the tower blocks have been built Wolfe Crescent residents have very poor TV reception  – note this for future applications. There is no legal right to receive TV but could it be classified as “loss of amenity”?

Site E:  Without Jo and Spencer in attendance the discussion was deferred.

Re Conrad Phoenix land swap, Site E with Seven Islands – no more negotiations. Council has been looking at feasibility and hopes that over next couple of months will know whether numbers do add up.

Tim Thompson (TT) said these are not last minute discussions and have been in planning for a long time.

PA: For 2007-8 LBS have set aside money for Leisure Centre – Tim Thompson (TT) said this was bare minimum to keep Seven Islands going

JH:  The changing rooms are the main problem at Seven Islands – they have always been pretty poor. 

When the new pool is built it is important that we have a swimming pool of a good length because of all issues surrounding childrens’ exercise and the Olympics. Currently Seven Islands is not just a swimming pool but has an associated gym. This facility must not be removed from the plans for the new aquatic centre, even if gyms are built within the new Downtown and Water Gardens developments. The new centre should have better facilities than the existing Seven Islands site.

TT: Population increase will mean we need bigger facilities than at Seven Islands. The Conrad Phoenix issue is one iron in the fire. Council wants to explore all difficulties.  There are three or four locations around CW centre which could accommodate all the requirements. 

Mulberry

Mulberry and their agents declined to attend this evening. They indicated they will submit their proposals to LBS in next few weeks and will send CWCF a CD. TT said he also understood an application was imminent.   PA said community consultation has left a lot to be desired – one evening event a few days before Christmas with no handouts and attendance at CWCF 22nd January. It was felt Mulberry cannot have reflected much on the community’s comments. 

Tesco:  Licence is OK now.  Should start June/July, 60 week build.

Mellish: PN said new planning applications have gone in – they have been asked for more information on flood plain. Next week there is a meeting of Steering Committee

Leisure Park: Cinema/Bingo Hall no further info
Quebec Way Industrial Estate:  no further info

5.  CW Library

Sites A & B

TT:  We are hours away from signing Section 103 agreements. Will very quickly agree.  BL-CQ to take business plan to Executive in April to ratify. Expect things happening on site at end of this year or early next year.

Adrian Whittle gave a short history of Library project since its approval in July 03. Final development agreement was in Dec 04, Masterplan Vision in October 05 and outline approval in 2006. 

Pictures of library shown - where situated, with additional glazing and now more fully interacting with Plaza.

AD had received a variety of feedback from consultation with CWCF

Shape – design constrained by difficult site, tube lines and dock. It is larger than originally allocated. Its history and heritage are reflected in the design – the library building looks like a boat.

Plaza side – solid wall was a bit grim and this has been addressed. The anodised aluminium cladding was originally silver-coloured and looked a bit ‘cold’ – now has a soft gold tint and lighting strategy altered for that side of the building. Cultural events can be held outside, music, markets, book market.  

TT:  Southwark feels it should be backing green view. Key green technology elements make it about 5% more energy efficient (15-10% zone).

Looking at ground source heating pumps and water heating solar panels for heating and hot water. Photovoltaic (pv) cells for electricity are less likely as they also want a green roof and natural daylight (roof lights) and space on the roof is running out. Southwark feels good compromise has been reached. 

AW:  presented story of day in life of Canada Water Library (CWL)

7.30 opening – for people on way to work and home from night work; there are lobby library, café, plasma screens to keep up on news.

Public access to PCs & laptops (with security tags), classes for elderly, children’s library, schools using library throughout day, performances at lunchtime in the cafe and there will be four times as many books as there are at Albion library. Introduction to internet sessions, and to meet desire for continuing involvement – tours, IT skills etc. for local people.

Provision for after school rush.

Evening 7.30 comedy club, rehearsals.

Ground floor: cafe facing Plaza, community performance space, physical activities in larger spaces,

500 popular paperback books, self service technology, bill paying services accessible out of hours

Next level (mezzanine) – office space 

Main floor: space for children, teenagers’ space to hang out and talk to friends, balcony for reading groups.

Top floor: gallery, learning facilities, meeting rooms, individual study spaces, lifts, toilets, changing facilities.

Roof:  partial green roof 

TT: we are planning to present the business case to enable procurement on 25 March. Library should be built by 2009.

PN: Understand old Albion Street library will not be retained when this new one is opened. Would regeneration decision be taken to dispose of that library site to put money to new library?

TT: This is correct.  Council has always been keen to keep Albion Street as part of this whole area

JH: There is also the substantial Rotherhithe Civic Centre used by charities. The community will have lost this publicly owned and financed amenity. The new library will contribute to Albion Street’s  further demise.

TT: Point taken. Need further detailed planning to take that forward.

Section 106 issues will help pay for the new facility but £9m is still a substantial investment. We are contributing a significant amount to the revitalised part. Council does not have a bottomless pit; it has to get best commercial deal they possibly can. Albion Street services would not be lost but absorbed by new library. Have asked them to produce specification about use over next 20 years.

Funding not out of Section 106 for A & B

JH:  Civic Centre is an amenity building - what money is going into what funds?

Why should BL make gigantic profits without putting anything in for us?  Concerned about Albion Street – medical centre, job centre, 2 Scandinavian churches, and primary school – we should be thinking of the whole area.  Albion Street is a case in itself and you are encouraged not to just talk about one part of land.

TT: Southwark is dedicated to building a new leisure centre and new library 5 times the size of present library.  The library is the first building, the commercial development will follow and we are funding that to happen that way around. Providing developer has made contribution, both have to make money.  

BH:  An Economic Impact Assessment should be done on Albion Street.

TT: Existing library will not close until new one opens, looking at 3 years. In the early part of this year we want to plan the next core ring.

PA : Suggested if was a while since we had had a speaker on S106 and we need to dedicate a Forum meeting to this  subject. 

New cladding shown to meeting. It is durable, has 30 year guarantee, is vandal-resistant, designed to shimmer.

Congratulation to Chris on forthcoming marriage

6. Update on Strategic Landowners Group

Group met last week for the second time. A pretty good turn out. Mulberry had not attended.

Trying to get a businesslike group together which has real decision-making power and should be a powerful tool. Aiming for better communications; more consistent focus on trying to develop a programme between ourselves to bring forward development in a more productive way.

BH: Suggest somebody comes and speaks to us about impact on council estates in the area. We do not want to read about it in Southwark News.

JH: In the new Terms of Reference the presence of strategic landowners appears to have been stripped out.   

LH: How would SLG / CWCF work?

TT: It is not to stop landowners and developers coming to the Forum.

7. CWCF Revised Terms of Reference

Darryl Telles - Southwark Alliance / Bermondsey and Rotherhithe Renewal with voluntary community sectors

New Terms of Reference were discussed last week at a meeting with PA & BM & Cllr Thomas. These had been circulated to the Forum at this meeting.

It was agreed that Terms of Reference could not be changed at this meeting.  DT confirmed that if the Forum did want to go to a vote to change at next meeting it would need to call Extraordinary General Meeting.

Matters to be considered included co-optees, BRDP partnership, Faith representatives who must be included from local groups with premises and congregations within the area, business representatives (no agreement on this particular paragraph), Youth representatives – need to talk to Rotherhithe Youth Forum, Equalities Impact Assessment, Strategic landowners to support the forum.

Several members felt that Terms of Reference should be left unchanged regarding strategic landowners.

They can’t out vote us, but voting right status means something, we are not in conflict, here everybody debates together – we all say our piece and all vote. This has worked very well for 6 and a half years. We do not want an us-and-them situation. All of us should be coming together at the Forum 

TT:  There are 6/7 landowners. Their role is changing.  The Council represents you as community and is also a major landowner. They will have strategic planning debate as landowners to acquire greater commercial understanding and there is a transparency issue. A central feed from landowners would reduce any possible confusion.

BH: People with disabilities have been left out. Hate “transparent process”. That a Councillor should oversee a community action group is anathema. Everyone should be in election protocol.  We try to achieve consensus and if we come to a vote we have felt everyone has been involved.

DT:  noted that it has been agreed to call Extraordinary General Meeting in May and he will facilitate that process.

Servicing and support: DT agreed that support will be provided until end of this financial year.  Tentatively agreed to cost out proposal regarding exact costs of the Forum.

It was suggested that a small group of people should be chosen to bring new Terms of Reference to rest of Forum so they can see it in plenty of time before next meeting. If we cannot agree suggest meeting on options.

8. A.O.B.

PN: CWCF Monday 16 April is same night as Rotherhithe Community Council meeting. PA asked for a list of RCC dates and would investigate changing the date of CWCF to 23rd. April. 

PA:  We are delighted that Brian is here this evening. Due to health reasons he is not going to seek re election when CWCF formally has AGM.   PA thanked him very much for his contribution.

Brick walkways: Southwark wants in the short term to replace uneven bricks with tarmac. In some areas LBS wish to fell trees. It was agreed the tarmac MUST be pink and that LBS need a long term startegy for how to deal with tree roots / planting. JN:  Could some trees be replaced with shrubs.

Meeting ended at 9.45 p.m.
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