 D R A F T

MINUTES OF MEETING (45)

CANADA WATER CONSULTATION FORUM

Date:  

17th September, 2007

Venue:
Alfred Salter School, Quebec Way, Rotherhithe, SE16 7LP

FORUM MEMBERS:

Cllr Lisa Rajan
(CLR)

Pauline Adenwalla
(PA)

Barry Duckett       
(BD)

Gary Glover

(CG)

John Hellings

(JHs)

Bob Muid

(BM)

Voluntary Sector
(V1)

Janet Hodge

(JH)

Lisa Hollamby
(LH)

Abuka Issa

(AI)

Ilkan Osman

(IO)

Ian Moore

(IM)

Gareth Osborn

(GO)

Tim Thompson
(TT)

FAITH Rep

Kath Whitham
(KW)

Spencer Whitworth
(SW)

YOUTH Rep

IN ATTENDANCE:

Bold names above +

Shirley Anderson
(SA) 
Minute Sec.

Anna Devlet

(AD) 
BL-Canada Quays Ltd.

Michael Schrager
(MS)  
Urban Strategies

B.C. Fagg

(BF)   
BL-CQ

Douglas Pashkin
(DP)
PKS 
Site B - Architect 

James Oates

(JO)
Canada Water Project (LBS)

Janice and Simon Finnis, Dr S.B. Sinha,  Steve Cornish, Chris Duncan,  Barry Mason ( BaM Southwark Cyclists), Allan Halliday (CE TRA), Jean Mulholland (Canada Estates) ,  Jo O’Brien,  John Taylor (Redriff TRA),   Lorraine Smith, C.J. Wilkins



APOLOGIES:


Cllr. Ann Yates, Cllr. Lisa Rajan, Daryl Telles. 

1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES:

PA: welcomed everyone and gave apologies received. 

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (44 - 11.06.07):

Agreed.  

3. ACTION POINTS

None

4. SITE A & B UPDATE

Anna Devlet (AD) and her colleagues including the architects of Site B had put on display large visuals of the sites and proposed building materials.
Michael Schrager (MS): These Master Plan is intended to create a strong community around the Canada Water Basin, at the same time connecting with the Thames and the shops on Lower Road.  Sites A & B consist of 4 parcels with a green environment, with pedestrian friendly streets to Deal Porters’ Plaza opposite the station and the new library. Key aspects were the stepping down of heights, between 8 and 4 storeys from Surrey Quays Road towards the dock, pedestrian areas around all 4 sites, a new small community park on Needleman Street and children’s play area.  There would be a different architect working on each block.

Douglas Pashkin (DP):  DKS had been instructed to commence immediately on B1 and then B2 to finish at the same time as the Library development.

As many as possible of homes to face Canada Water Basin because that is where the light is. Only two 1 bedroom flats did not achieve this.  The architects have had a few meeting with the builders. There a ground floor difficulties two entrances are required; one for the private dwellings and one for the social housing element. 
DKS believe Sites B1 and B2 should have a high quality finish, as they face Surrey Quays Road, the outer skin being masonry. They are resistant to brick which is the Council’s favoured material. The south eastern aspect, facing the dock, has softer, flowing lines in metal and wood.  There is a resistance to wood because of long term maintenance. Where there are 8 storeys facing Surrey Quays Road, DKS are including a break at approximately 6 storeys with the upper storey recessed.  DP showed a 3 dimensional model and examples of materials to be considered for the facings.  The retail frontage to Site B2 will include a colonnade. 

JHs:  concerned about carbon emissions and other energy saving and environmental issues and queried the extent of hard landscaping on Deal Porters’ Plaza.

DP: Deal Porters’ Plaza is outside our remit as the planning permission has already been granted.  We are following already established specified densities around 750.

JH:  Would density be increased so that Council could increase income from the land as mentioned in Exec Report 11/9/07? 

DP: Density was pegged at outline stage.

MS: Do not think scheme would alter from Master Plan. There may be additional density but it will be within the envelope.  It is not up to Barratts, they are just the builders.  There will be a number of architects, supervised by BL-CQ

LH: Is B1 232 units of 1, 2 and 3 bed homes, mixing private and social housing?  

DP: Yes, they have their own entrance so social housing could be maintained by Housing Association.  About 40% social housing (rental).  
SC:  Do you agree in general that living frontages are the way forward?

MS: Yes.

10% of bigger units are 3 bedrooms. Northwest section (Site A) envisages a type of town house arrangement.

Is B1 50% 2 bedrooms or more?

PA: the larger units are all in the social housing block

JH:  Elsewhere it is known that whole blocks are being sold to investors. Would this happen here?

DP:  That restriction has been included in this arrangement. Barratts have signed up to not doing bulk sales.  It is not possible to stop it on individual basis. Leases can say owners cannot rent them out.

Barry Mason (BaM):  queried car parking provision and whether any car parking at all was justified.

DP:   B1/B2 37% car parking provision.  Bl/B2 will have semi-underground parking, with podium above and, above that, a green courtyard.  There will be traffic calming, a bikeway and for B1 secure cycle lockers on the ground floor.

DP:  confirmed that B1 retail units will be serviced from Maple Mews

Lorraine Smith:   Has a study been done about traffic and congestion? There are three schools in the area.

MS: There have been a couple of studies – one in particular for A & B which shows no overall increase in the impact of traffic for the area. A second study did not deal with the peninsular.

BaM:   expressed his concern that developments building hundreds of flats in the area were subject to requirement for car parking

Steve Cornish (SC):  this area is like one giant car park and Greenwich Council is seriously considering congestion charging. A report written by Barratts for Downtown says plans did not give rise to cumulative effects.   It is the Council’s job to take an overview of this.

JH:  family homes would be expensive and people will have nice cars.

MS:  Provision for cars is lower than it was and is going lower.  Agree should encourage more car sharing.

IM: What is timeline regarding building of sites?.

DP:  Library Site to start any day now

Site B1 early next year and B2 end of next year 

Completions July 2009 to end of 2012

Application will not go in before next CWCF meeting.

5. SITE UPDATES, INCLUDING DOWNTOWN, MULBERRY AND WATER SPORTS

SC:   Downtown Judicial Review going ahead. Barratts have submitted a new application. Why was no-one here from local authority? 

PA:  agreed and said it would not go without comment

SC:  Number of flats cut down from 252 to 228, of 4 storeys, Otherwise application remains the same but has no bearing on the Judicial Review. Had meeting at site with Barratts. Had written “objection letter” and need as many people as possible to write – deadline is now the end of the month. Example letter available.

Mulberry The application is in and objections had been submitted objection on concerns about light – as blocks close together and transport. The application has recently been withdrawn.

Water Sports  At the Rotherhithe Festival Nigel Robinson and Cllr Zuletta were promoting a scheme for the Water Sports site at the Rotherhithe Festival. Postcards had been received asking people what they would like at the Water Sports Centre and an exhibition is planned for 22 November, to take into account everyone’s views.   A letter was tabled from LBS describing the consultation plans and suggesting people look at website.    

6. UPDATE ON LBS COMMISSIONED SURVEYS

Multi Modal Transport, Rotherhithe Open Spaces

PA:  understood Multi Modal Survey had finally reached the light of day but no-one has seen it. Apparently there was to be a transport computer model that would have the ability to predict cumulative effect of all development proposals. As yet as far as anyone is aware this is not working. 
James Oates (JO): LBS are trying to build into the computer model all the development going on in the area. Information is needed from GLA but computer model should be finished in October. However, data output from the model is probably not going to be available until towards the end of the year.

Cllr Noblet had told CWCF he would establish the status of the report on the audit of urban open spaces by URBED. CWCF has yet to hear. 

IM:  There was a date given for completion to the SLG 

7. REPORT FROM STRATEGIC LANDOWNERS GROUP (LBS)

JO: reported that the Group was becoming more representative of the landowners.  Southwark are looking at finding new model for leisure centres and this will run until December. Consultation began last week. There could be several locations not just one. 

Power and heating was a big issue and all councils are having problems.

Spencer Whitworth of Conrad Phoenix (SW): It was very difficult to keep up with a constantly changing background of personnel at LBS. After months of hard work by Conrad Phoenix everything changed.

SW:  Re: Land swap/leisure Centre.   It is such a straightforward proposal . CP made some progress with politicians and did a lot of work on costs to produce concept presented to Design Review Panel who apparently rejected the idea. SW urged people to contact their Councillors if they wished this matter to progress. 

Meeting discussed original Master Planner selection when an aquatic centre was the centrepiece of BL/CQ plans. An Olympic sized pool was proposed but LBS were against it. Consultation had shown that people did not want anything so big. However, the people of this area do want a swimming pool.

Brief discussion on fate of Old Library - to be sold when new Library built.

8.   FUNDING

PA: Funding strategy was discussed way back in January. Met Daryl Telles last Friday afternoon and he is going to give a sum of money from his NR budget. I have asked for matching funding and have received one reply. This is 6 months money which has to be spent by March.  I need to know within the next few days because I need to get the Forum back on the road. It is essential that this funding be in place for a support worker for the Forum.  Dependant upon that is the Election Timetable.  If I get the go ahead it puts the election to January.

SC:  If our voice is taken away from this area we need to tell the Council. The money is peanuts. We must demand that the CWCF stands up for the area.

PA:  everyone needs to lobby their councillor

9. TERMS OF REFERENCE & ELECTION TIMETABLE

The Forum has two business meetings coming up: 

October 15th 

Education – Terry Parkin  

December 3rd 

Water Sports.  

January 28th 2008
Election 

March 3rd

April 14th 

Business meetings.

10.  A.O.B.  No other business.
CWCF – 15-09-07
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