CANADA WATER CONSULTATIVE FORUM


MINUTES OF MEETING:  1

 Date:     Monday, 14th April 2008   

 Venue:   Alfred Salter School, Quebec Way, Rotherhithe SE16 7LP

FORUM MEMBERS:

Cllr Lisa Rajan         
(CLR)                                  Paul Noblet         (PN)

Cllr Anne Yates      
(CAY)                                 Ray Woolford     (RW)

Kath Whittam          
(KW)                                  Lisa Hollamby     (LH)

Pauline Adenwalla  
(PA)                                    Faith Rep

John Hellings          
(JHs)                                  Youth Rep

Barry Duckett            
(BD)                                   Volunteer 2               

Mohamed Backelani 
(MB)                                   Anna Devlet       (AD) 

Spencer Whitworth 
(SW)                                   Barry Fagg          (BF)

Bob Muid                  (BM)                                   Disabilities Rep

Janet Hodge              
(JH)                                    Older Persons 

Cllr C Blango             (CCB)                                 Tim Thompson     (TT)

Gareth Osborn

(GO)

Ann Clayton -  CWCF Co-ordinator

IN ATTENDANCE:

Emboldened names above plus:

Barry Mason, Philip Baker, Stephanie and Jim Lodge, Ian Moore, Chris Thomson

Derek Partridge, Steve Cornish, Ilkan Osman
1.  APOLOGIES

These were received from:

Kath Whittam

Ray Woolford

Lisa Hollamby

Anna Devlet

Natalie Thompson

Gareth Osborne

Faith Representative

2.  PREVIOUS MINUTES 

BF referring to the last meeting said that through traffic caused problems and that there were constraints on the model.  However, there were traffic management techniques for managing the flow and that we needed to see the next stage of the model.

BF also said that when referring to the play space on the roof that this was in addition to the existing play space.  The plans he advised looked sterile because they did not contain the landscape proposal.

DP said he would like it noted that he took exception to the multi modal presentation where all were advised where possible to change work times

BF  asked for the minutes to be amended to show that cycling provision was under consideration at the last meeting and that there would be additional temporary provision made.  This was disputed by Barry Mason who said that he took his own notes at the previous meeting and that the minutes were accurate and that it was stated at that time that no consideration had been given towards temporary provision for cyclists.

The Chair said that the area was often gridlocked. This evening was a prime example. There was general unhappiness with travel in the area. BM agreed and said that even at 7.30 in the morning the Jubilee line was packed.

With these amendments the minutes were then approved.

3.  ACTION POINTS

JH said that a full copy of the report must be obtained.  A colossal sum of public money had been spent on it and the public had a right under the Freedom of Information Act to know its content.

The Chair said she would try again to get a copy from Tim Thompson.

4.  PRESENTATION

The Chair welcomed Bill Legassick from LBS Environmental Protection.  

Bill stated that the Local Authority had a duty since 1995 to assess the air quality in the whole of the borough by monitoring.  In our area this was undertaken from Larcom Street, Old Kent Road and Rotherhithe Tunnel.  However the Old Kent Road monitor was currently out of commission and the service itself was under a financial threat.  The Rotherhithe Tunnel monitoring device was currently not being used as there were no financial resources to continue the monitoring programme.

He then showed those present a map model highlighting in yellow/orange and red levels which exceed the national acceptable level of pollution.  In the 2003 study of the tunnel, peninsula and lower road this showed a prediction of increased nitrogen dioxide in 2010.  He stated that the emissions in 2003 did not take into account future development.

He then showed a different model to the multi modal study which was an old TFL map which covered the GLA area and limits of the M25.

Barry Mason noted the significant drop in levels which were predicted to come through because of the European 4 and 5 level vehicles.  And also that diesels would be of lower level.

Bill said that the Borough were obliged to review again this year and link air quality and climate change.  The increased use of bio fuels also had an effect.  AQIP the Govt Dept look at how things are going and a progress report is required every 3 years on air quality screening to see significant changes ie new industrial plants, housing developments and what effects they may have had.  MMS last year to link to air quality and noise model – for localised map over the next year or so.

He gave an example of reduction in capacity of lorry drivers and the need to run a traffic model – the results go into noise and quality model to see if predicted improvement or whether options need to be balanced.

He has worked with several other boroughs to produce a Free Service Alert to air quality levels and he distributed the leaflets to all.  Every days the model would be run with current emissions and weather prediction for a 24 hour period.  If this showed poor air quality users would be alerted by a telephone call.  This would enable individuals to change plans or take extra medicines etc.  This was being co-ordinated by the London Borough of Croydon. 

The Chair was concerned with the Rotherhithe tunnel monitor not in use that this would mean that the same amount of data could not be collected.

Bill said that in this case they could use other areas for monitoring or national trend.

The Chair said that as the contraflow had been changed at Blackwall Tunnel which 

therefore meant that Rotherhithe Tunnel was key in any data collection.

Bill said that he is trying to get funding from the S106 monies. The developer would need to be spoken to at the pre planning stage. Bill also said it was necessary to request planning as part of the application process to implement air quality data collection in order that his department could comprehensibly comment on the impact of applications about 6 – 9 months time, one which includes land contamination. 

The Chair asked if this had happened in respect of the large Mulberry application which had just been granted planning permission. BL indicated he was not aware of the application. 

Bill explained that by closing the Rotherhithe monitor he had managed to save one persons job.  Data gathering costs over 2 years was equal to one person.  He said that diffusion tubes were cheaper but that they needed to be collected and replaced every month, then sent off and the data transcribed.  The cost of about 13 tubes was equivalent to £6,000 approximately.

BM suggested lateral thinking by using school sites and then only the equipment needed to be paid for.  Bill said that one school had been used but that he had not had time to develop this idea. BM suggested possibly Bacon’s College.

JH  said that there could be some problems with bio fuels which produce the smaller particulates that would be worse for young people.

Bill said this was a strong possibility.

JH referred back to Bill’s previous visit where Bill had said that emissions would improve in London.  Bill said the results would be show in the Mayor of London’s report 2009.  DEFRA – need to apply for grant funding by 30th April.

Bill was asked whether other councils spent more but this was not something he could answer.

SC said 12.5 per cent was caused because forests were being chopped down for bio fuel and that the TT study was a farce/waste of money.  Youngsters in this area were known to have a high level of respiratory illness.

Barry Mason said that the Greenwich hospital had been moved to Blackheath as it was only 50 metres from the road in an area where their was a high incidence of lung problems and asthma causing early death.  In Blackheath there was a clean air zone as it was recognised that the body could not get rid of tiny particulates.

Regarding population exposure Bill said that he would like to take into account how many people are affected in a particular area and to do a cost benefit.  He said he did look at electoral rolls output area.  Greenwich he said are very good at getting l06 monies.

AY said that she lives along by Jamaica Road and although she gave up smoking some time ago that she had found no improvement in air quality.  The borough only had £300,000 for greener, cleaner, safer but she felt that the 3 key developers could put forward monies and that she would speak to Cllr Paul Noblet, Executive member for Regeneration.

JH said that the health data at local PCT surgeries went back 4 years with data on respiratory illnesses.  

Bill said that poor air quality had been linked to chronic obesity, stress, cancer.

The Chair asked what species of trees should be planted.

Bill referred to a West Midlands study and said that some trees take out particulates but that some trees emit volatile compounds which make area quality worse such as 

English Oak.  He promised to forward some information on this to the group.

The Chair thanked Bill for what was an excellent and informative presentation and said that the group would certainly like him to return in the near future.  

5 .SITE UPDATES

SITE B

BF said that with reference to B2 Barretts Design Review Panel were now modifying plans.  There would be a slight delay in the application.  But by the end of the month the new plans would be ready for consultation and would be with the Community Council on the 30th of the month. They would be available to view.  The application would be made toward the middle of May.

He said they were still on schedule to be on site in July, same as the library.  On the 24th April the contractors would be tendering to the council.

BF said B1 had been approved and a construction meeting held.  The granite for the surface of the plaza was, as previously discussed, on display at the Buildings Centre, Store Street, London WC1.

JH said there would be more temporary traffic lights and a temporary crossing with raised platform to slow traffic

AY said that TV/Telephone require co-ordination.  It was Barretts obligation to provide cabling with EDF.  And it had been agreed with TFL to co-ordinate with the bus station.

The Chair said referring to BM point about dropping people off that the opening of the cycling path needed to be discussed.

JH said that the public should have been able to contribute to the naming of the block.

BF said that it had been decided that it would be called Maple Mews.

SITE D

Site D this was nearly completed

The Chair stated that Pauline’s Garden had been reinstated and that although the surface material of Albatross Way was not to her liking that the planting was good.

DP said he actually preferred the new surface.  He said that a number of local people had attended the hearing for Site D extended opening hours along the Albion Channel.  LBS had recommended granting and he congratulated the people for speaking at the hearing and ensuring the application was refused. He urged people to always write and attend hearings to voice their views and be prepared, if necessary, to go to appeal.  He said that the adjudicators would be fair.

The Chair said that Wimpy had applied for the variation as she understood they could not find tenants. Extended hours would open the door to bars. The live / work units were also unoccupied and there was a change of use application outstanding. If granted it should be subject to an increase in l06 monies.

MULBERRY

LBS granted permission on the 8th April; GLA has also given go ahead.

Site E 

Spencer Whitworth (Conrad Phoenix) said that they had waited 2 years on a decision about the swimming pool/leisure centre and there was still no clarification from the LBS.  Therefore they have looked at alternative options.  They were looking at a PCT with flats above set around a court yard and with an 80 bed travel lodge which would bring jobs into the area.  They were he said about 2 months way from production stage.  By the end of this calendar year it would be too late to change their plans.  A private consultant is reviewing borough wide.

Site C  

Southwark has a design guidance review – dual aspect flats 60 per cent in this sort of density.  Decathlon were seriously considering moving their European HQ to this space.  

Referring to Barry Albin-Dyer’s Southwark Park Plans it was stated that the fish farm is a part of Southwark Park.  DP said that lottery money refurbished the grounds to Victorian times and that it would be completely wrong therefore to put a stadium there.

AY said categorically that no housing could be built there.

The Chair said there had been no update on Quebec Way Industrial Estate. .

DOWNTOWN

SC said that the last application was stopped.  

OTHER SITES

SC mentioned St Mary’s Vicarage plans and said that the case officer was Terence McClellan.  He also raised the Brunel statue and was looking for free planning advice.  The marquet had already been made by the local blacksmith from Surrey Docks Farm.  

AY said the venue for the RCC to be held on 30th April should be known that evening.

The Chair stated regarding the vicarage plans that the garage at the side was to be demolished and a small narrow house with a tiny lightwell was to be built for the

Vicar.  This she felt would not be compliant with disability requirement.  There would be no walls either side and the garage entrance would be via the back of Frank Wymark house.

DP stated that Adams Gardens had already sent in their comments

IM said that the Tesco extension was on schedule and would be ready in October of this year.  

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The election of the Chair and Vice was deferred until the next meeting

Those present were asked what topic they would like and the next meeting and the

Response was for a youth representative if possible.

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

     2 June 2008   

Thank you all for coming

Apologies:     canwatcan@aol.com
                       contact@canadawater.org
Fax:                020 7679 7149

                        Keep up to date with the latest news on

                        www.canadawater.org
08-04-14CWCF
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