CANADA WATER CONSULTATIVE FORUM


MINUTES OF MEETING:  

Date:     
Monday, 2nd June 

Venue:   
Alfred Salter School, Quebec Way, Rotherhithe SE16 7LP

FORUM MEMBERS:

Ray Woolford         (RW)                                          Anne Yates                 (AY)

Bob Muid                (BM)                                           Mohamed Backelani   (MB)                                      

Alan Halliday         (representing BD)                     Spencer Whitworth     (SW)              

John Hellings         (JH)                                             Janet Hodge                (JH)

Kath Whittam        (KW)                                          Gareth Osborne           (GO)

Lisa Hollamby        (LH)                                            Faith Rep

Cllr Paul Noblet     (PN)                                            Youth Rep

Cllr Lisa Rajan       (LR)                                            Volunteer 2                                             

Pauline Adenwalla (PA)                                             Disablities Rep           

Anna Devlett           (AD)                                            Older Persons Rep                                            
                                                                                      Tim Thompson          (TT)

Ann Clayton – CWCF Co-ordinator

IN ATTENDANCE:

Emboldened names above plus:

Steve Cornish, L Smith, Stephanie Lodge, Jim Lodge, Natalie Thompson, Hanne Puttonen, A Weeton, Philip Baker, Marc Guilliet, Ian Moore, Michael Whelan, Laura

Sulleen, Farhan Ghafoor, Charles Sands, Pat Ward, Mairi Mills, David Pilkington

1. APOLOGIES

These were received from:

Jeremy Simons, Guy Valentine Neil, Jan Vincent, Derek Partridge

2. PREVIOUS MINUTES

These were approved.

3. ACTION POINTS

Ray Woolford (RW) said referring to site D that he had spent 3 years trying to get in touch with Wimpey who had commercial and live/work units available and had not managed to get a response to date.  PA commented that in a number of developments in the area, after a 2 year period empty developers apply to have these converted to accommodation and that currently Wimpy had a proposal in to increase the residential element of the live/work units.  Currently, the Site D live/work units are empty and the commercial units are boarded up and are starting to attract graffiti.  Also local people are being denied work opportunities. 

Action:  LH said a letter should be written to the LBS asking for them to ascertain what evidence the developers had that there is no demand locally for the units.

PN said he would take this further and include other sites in a similar position.

Action:  AY and PN agreed to investigate further the removal of the air monitor at the entrance to the Rotherhithe Tunnel.

Action:  PN said that a layman’s version of the multi-modal report was in process but that he would try to ascertain a delivery date from TT. 

4. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR

The terms of reference were adopted 3rd March 2008.  PA was nominated and elected to continue as Chair.  LR was nominated and elected as the Vice Chair.

5. PRESENTATION ON YOUTH PROVISION – MICHAEL WHELAN, LBS

Michael explained that he is responsible for Youth Work Development in Rotherhithe and Bermondsey.  He introduced his newly appointed colleague, Farhan who is working hands on with youth in the local area.  He gave a brief overview of the Odessa Street site which is open 3 nights a week from 6.45 to 8.45 and this included use of the football cage.  The summer provision arranged is going to be 3 full days each week with a mix of on site/off site trips and the bringing together of 4 different clubs to ease territorial conflict.

He outlined Partnership working with Surrey Docks Farm, a prevention of knife crime initiative, where working with the local police and the blacksmith, knives were converted into a floral display.  The aim was to bring home the realities of carrying knives.  He was also involved in Kicks which was a sports initiative working with the police, community wardens.  This developed an information exchange and a way of tackling anti social behaviour.  He also is part of the Youth Forum which is another way of engaging young people as well as being involved with the Community Council with a particular interest in planning, health and crime.

He went on to cover the progress to date with the development of Mellish Fields.  The site is now being developed as a multi sports facility which can be used by schools, local people, private hires such as soccer league groups.  It will incorporate athletics facilities, 5-aside pitches, longjump tracks.  He is a member of the Steering Group alongside Bacons College and the LBS.  The Group role is also to take on board the views of the community.  

Within 4 months there will be basic facilities available but it will take a full year to complete.  Access would offer concessionary prices and key provider slots would be made available eg for community games.

Other priorities included early consultation with youth on the development of the new Canada Water library and also ensuring that with the closure for refurbishment of the Surrey Docks Watersports Centre that theYouth element is maintained.  Bonding Yard Wharf  is also destined for redevelopment. This will involve joint working with Hexagon Housing and the Docklands Settlement Redevelopment which involves joint working with staff.  He also had given advice with the training of volunteers for the Time and Talents Youth Club.  

He added that Odessa Street itself is available at other times to youth providers and has acted as a station for the marathon.  He then asked if there were any questions.

Alan Halliday said that the Mayflower Tenants Hall had been refurbished in the past to provide Youth with a facility with games being purchased, TV provided, etc the usage then fell through leaving the hall unused.  This he said would have assisted in getting the kids off Albion Street.  Michael responded that the Youth Service would still be happy to work to open additional youth provision.

PN said that section 106 money from Plough Way provision of 8 or 9 years previous was available and that he would be trying to get some released and that there were other sources of potential funding.

AH responded that already asbestos had been removed from the roof and the doors had been widened to afford disabled access.

JH said that the access from the corner of Neptune Street was not direct to the hall.  LR added that funding sources needed to be revisited.

PA added that both Time and Talents and Bede undertook outreach work and that the Bosco opened 2 evenings each week as a youth club.

Mairi Mills said that partners were required to obtain core funding and Laura Sulleen added that TRAs were also involved.

PA stated that over the years there had been a number of surveys including two MORI polls.  Affordable facilities for youth invariably topped the list of requirements from the CW regeneration.  Youths had requested a skating rink, music studios etc. Bowling on a regular basis is proving too expensive.

LR said that LBS money had been put aside to take people to facilities where these did not exist in a particular area such as to an ice rink or roller disco.

PN added that Ilderton Road had a quad bike track. 

Michael added that he also worked with the Salmon Centre where climbing, music, sports, drama and a sound studio were available.  

RW said that the Surrey Docks Water Sports Centre should be open throughout the summer period.  

PN said that money had been set aside for the watersports centre and the athletics track but that he felt that with the pot of money available that there may be potential for some additions to be made.

PA asked whether the youth in this area actually went to the Salmon Centre as research showed that youth groups are quite territorial.  Michael responded that he did not know where the attendees actually resided.

Steve Cornish said that Mellish Fields was now progressing well.  However he was not aware of the committee having met.  He felt there was a need to avoid the facility simply becoming an extension of Bacon School and that it needed to be affordable for local kids and that there was an identified need to develop contact sports/martial arts.

Michael Whelan explained that the Committee members included himself, PN, Ann Clayton, The Community Wardens, John Sims and others.

KW also mentioned Stave Hill, London Bubble, Stage Coach and Surrey Docks Farm itself which will be expanding to accommodate more youth provision.

PA stated that she hoped Michael was working with developers on their schemes as provision for youth in this area was of great concern to all.

6. SITE UPDATES

SITE B

AD and architect Charles Sands of PKF gave an update with visuals on Site B, focussing on B2. They felt the revised design gave much more definition to the public square. They highlighted the tube station, tall tower block facing the library and the public walkway through the site and the location of the restaurants. AD said that there would be one further meeting prior to submitting the proposals for B2 in July. 

LR commented that the play area had been sited nearer the channel, away from the restaurants but in a position where there would be more sunlight.

BM, referring to B2, said he was very disappointed with the appearance of the building overlooking the square, compared to B1 facing Surrey Quays Road, but Charles responded that he felt B2 should not compete with the library.

RW said that he hoped that the scheme would include coffee shops and affordable restaurants and that the housing units would be for residential as opposed to buy to let.  In response to RW’s other queries Charles said that they were already on site at B1 and that B2 would definitely go ahead despite the credit crunch. This would seem to be inevitable as B2 contains the heating and power plant for both B1 and B2.
PA stated that there is much evidence that people go out of the area to spend on such items as dining out. It is therefore to be hoped there will be a range of restaurants.

JH said he preferred the term Square as opposed to Plaza to which PA added that there was only a view of the water from one side.

RW said that many businesses have had to sell up in areas such as Lower Road, Plough Way, Odessa Street, which included a butchers, pet shop and cleaners and that the number of parking spaces were diminishing. 

PN said that the Council for Economic Development had a full awareness of this transition period and were looking at lease options, local market conditions – range and ethnicity and that he would be taking this up further.

He then went on to say that £80k had been set aside for shop frontages – Albion Street and that the job centre site would soon be put back into use.

It was also raised that there could be the possibility of a wind tunnel effect across Site B due to the height of the building but Charles assured that is was a large space and therefore the wind would not be channelled – approximately 25-30 metres across.  

It was also raised that lifts in other such sized buildings often go out of order.  However there would be two lifts in these premises.  It was also stated that decisions on planting had not yet been made.

With restaurants there would be a need for a daily refuse collection. PA queried the procedures in respect of the paladins and the refuse vehicles access to Maple Mews at the bend in Surrey Quays Road.  She said there are many practical lessons to be learnt from Site D (Water Gardens).  The dozen or so paladins are wheeled out from underground car park early in the morning and cause a serious obstruction in Canada Street often for many hours.  It seemed there was the potential for a similar visual blight and nuisance on Site B. BL-CQ said the site management would be responsible.

An exhibition is due to be held on 18/19/20 June at the 7 Islands Centre.  The scheme for B2 would be submitted to planning in September and on site by the end of the year.  The builder for the library still had not yet been selected.

SURREY QUAYS LEISURE PARK

Hanne Puttonen (Frogmore) and Natalie Thompson (Washington Young) gave a brief presentation of their plans for SQLP. The scheme involved the relocation of the cinema, bowling alley and bingo to abut Surrey Quays Road facing the rear of Tesco. The rest of the area would be flats with tree lined squares. 

It was said that the new leisure building would be 2/3 stories high and would house the bowling alley, cinema, restaurants, the bingo hall and a bar. This is all to be on the site currently occupied by Frankie & Benny's and Pizza Hut. BM raised the point that to get everything into this small area seems very unlikely (or a very tall building). If they were to develop the site it would mean demolishing Frankie & Benny’s and Pizza Hut and possibly the nearest end of the cinema.  BM went on to point out that the restaurants are very busy and the removal of such facilities during the building works, which would probably take over a year, means the area would go back to the bad old days when they were very few facilities on the peninsula. HP said that the Odeon cinema chain have agreed on a cinema on the new site with fewer screens.
KW asked for the location of the car park. LR commented that the current car park was often full even without the addition of residents. HP stated that almost all car parking would be underground on the new development. However the ensuing security risks were pointed out to them by various members of the Forum (PN, LR, BM). HP stated that security would be the responsibility of the management company and that further information would be available in July. It was noted that there is a real security risk in our area and underground car parking, with few exits in the case of threatening behaviour, would be a grave mistake.

BM said there would be the issue of noise from the bowling alley into the cinema and restaurants if everything was fitted into one building. HP stated that consideration had been given to the acoustics and that they had taken advice from a noise consultant. 
There would be a maximum of 400 housing units and some retail units.  The proposals included a single aspect student accommodation block backing onto Harmsworth Quays. HP said they were in discussion with Southbank and Kings College.   

RW said he felt that the proposed revised leisure provision would be inadequate bearing in mind the amount of current and proposed housing in the area.

NT said that studies had been undertaken re parking and flooding etc.  Hanne said that they still needed to talk to adjoining site owners.

Steve Cornish referring back to what he described as Tim Thompson’s appalling multi modal study , that we should clarify once and for all the key element which is how many people are going to live on the peninsula.

Frogmore would be holding a public exhibition in July, with a view to submitting an outline application in September.
MULBERRY

Discussions were still taking place with the housing associations.

SITE C & E

Conrad Phoenix were not present to give an update.  However please note Appendix A which was submitted on 18th June by Jo Sistern.

SITE A

Short term the site to be used for the site for Site B site office and marketing suite. 

DOWNTOWN

Steve Cornish said that Barratts would put in a new application in July but that they would still have to meet the outstanding requirements of lack of playspace, poor urban design and close proximity.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

In the Lewisham/Deptford area a private company were demolishing what used to be Canon Wharf to put up a 23 storey high building of 484 dwellings to house approximately 2000 plus residents.  This would include an electric station, retail units, children’s nursery and commercial units.  There had been no consultation in the LBS simply consultation with the Pepys estate.  

PA said she would write on behalf of the Forum.  The Development needed to be sensitive to the River.  Surrey Docks Councillors were asked to make representation to Evelyn Ward and PN and LJ agreed to look into this.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday, 14th July 2008 at Alfred Salter School, 7.00-9.00 pm   

APPENDIX A
CONRAD PHOENIX  - SITE C & E UPDATE 

From:    Jo Sistern 




Dated:  18th June 2008

Site C 

Conrad Phoenix has now appointed a second architect, Wilkinson Ayre to undertake further design on the northern part of Site C with the existing architects still workings on the southern end of the site and with Decathlon.  The objective of splitting architectural responsibilities is to make the two phases individual, whilst still remaining cohesive: a step taken in response to discussions with Southwark planners.  The two architects are working closely to draw up revised proposals to meet the new requirements of Southwark’s Residential Design Standards SPD.  Conrad Phoenix will present revised proposals to the community for consultation at the appropriate time.

Site E 

The initial proposals for this site have been progressing well and an early draft has been presented to Southwark officers including residential, community facilities/services and a hotel.  A number of formal comments were made by the planners that are currently being addressed, including the Council’s desire to see employment on the Harmsworth Quays boundary.  Conrad Phoenix will present early proposals to the community for consultation over the next few weeks before going on to work up a planning application for the site. 
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