CANADA WATER CONSULTATIVE FORUM

Date:                    Monday, 15th June 2009

Venue:                 Alfred Salter School, Quebec Way, Rotherhithe, SE16 7LP

Forum  Members:

Cllr Columba Blango   
(Cllr CB)  
                   Cllr Paul Noblet           (Cllr PN)

Ray Woolford                
(RW)               

       Cllr Wilma Nelson       (Cllr WN)

John Hellings                 
(JH)                       
       Cllr J Hook                  (Cllr JHo)

Bob Muid                        
(BM)                        
       Spencer Whitworth     (SW)

Kath Whittam                
(KW)                                  Barry Duckett              (BD)

Anna Devlet                    
(AD)                    
      Jo Sistern                     (JO)

Lisa Hollamby                
(LH)                        
      Mohamed Backelani    (MB)

Pauline Adenwalla         
(PA)                        
      Janet Hodge                (JH)

Ann Clayton                    
(AC)                   
      Volunteer 2                  (tba)

                                                                                         Faith Rep                    (tba)

                                                                                        Youth Rep                    (tba)

                                                                                         Disability Rep              (tba)

                                                                                         Older Persons Rep     (tba)

(those in attendance are highlighted in bold)

In attendance:

Pam Usher, Philip Baker, John Wills, Bruce de Saram, Steve Cornish,  Dave Cooke, Gary Glover, Mark del Canto, James Oates, Ian Kirton,  Jo O’Brien, Di Mowatt-Taylor, E Stewart, Sue Agnew, John Taylor

Apologies for Absence: 

Katie Nicholls;  Mairi Mills, Cllr Noblet, Ian Moore, Stephanie Lodge, Jim Lodge, Spencer Whitworth, Jo Sistern, Patrick Horan

1.  
Welcome  & Apologies 

The Chair welcomed all those present and ran through the apologies.

2.
Previous Minutes

JH pointed out that Lord Darzi’s name had been spelt incorrectly so this was amended and the previous minutes then approved.

3.
Matters Arising – Action Points

The Chair explained that Patrick Horan was in hospital and hence was unable to update the Forum on progress regarding liaison with Chris Baker re access for all to surgeries.

Action:  Patrick Horan to liaise with Chris Baker re access for all to surgeries

The Chair confirmed that she had written to Jane Fryer, Acting Director for the Primary Care Trust regarding medical provision in the Canada Water Area but that to date she had not had a response.  The PCT were talking to the London Borough of Southwark regarding a polyclinic and that St. Olaves Nursing Home had been considered.  The key concern was that to access it would for many involve crossing a major road.  She did, however, put forward the Forum’s concern that very soon suitable land would no longer be available in the area and that should Surrey Docks Health Centre be under consideration for sale then the PCT would need to be more explicit.  

She added that the Albion Street job centre planning application had been withdrawn. However, she was concerned that substantial building work continues on the property.

4.
Key Theme – Leisure

Speaker 1 – Pam Usher, Head of Libraries, LBS & Architect Sonia Karapiperidis

Pam explained that the construction company was currently preparing the site and that mobilisation would take place at the end of June.  The hoarding was already in place. The drain diversion and London Underground concessions in place and the exit decommissioned.  Work should commence at the end of June and completion scheduled for March 2011.  She went on to outline the vision and facilities by floor.

The vision was to ensure that the library was a fully accessible building with 2 lifts giving access to all public space.  The aim was to ensure that the feature building would become part of our heritage with facilities to meet the community needs.

The library facilities consist of:

· Public toilets on each floor and a baby changing facility

· A buggy park adjacent to children’s area to assist parents and children attending under 5’s events                  

· A children’s storytelling area and a ‘messy play area for arts and crafts events.

· A specific collection of stock for under 5’s and children up to 11 years.

· Comfortable seating and study space on library floor and gallery

· A young people’s area  with study space, seating and range of teenage interest stock

· A comprehensive range of DVDs and CDs plus newspapers, magazines and games software

· free access to the Internet and wi fi throughout the building

· free access to pcs and laptops for use in the building.  These will be bookable. There will also be walk up terminals people to check their e-mail and surf the internet.

· 3 rooms on the gallery floor equipped for more formal learning.  2 of these rooms can be combined into one space for classroom style learning.

· a ground floor café serving light refreshments for table service and take away.

· A 150 seater performance space on ground floor with a range of equipment.  Space is very flexible with doors that open onto the plaza for summer time events.

· A regular programme of events each week for all ages including family and adult learning activities, book clubs, author talks, cultural events etc

· homework help clubs during term time to help children with homework after school

· self service technology for easier and quicker issuing and returning stock.

· local history display in the gallery

· 2 bookable meetings rooms on gallery floor for community use.  They can be combined to offer one space seating 30 people or used as 2 separate spaces accommodating 20 and 10 people.

· plasma screen on ground floor to provide up to the minute information.

The library itself would be a fully self-service system with some 40,000 items of choice, including 27,000 items on the shelves.  The top floor, known as the Gallery, would be the quiet space where for example the written part of the driving test could be undertaken.   This would have more subdued carpeting compared to the rest of the building.   The ground floor with café and quick choice library, magazines, newspapers would also have plasma screen, which ultimately would show details of local transport.  The idea behind the centre was that all the space would be flexible for maximum usage with no dead ends. The central staircase would be the key feature with suspended ceiling.  Views of the basin and a children’s step seating area.  There would be wooden and bright furnishings with clear, directional signage.    

The mezzanine floor, also open plan, would be reserved for staff and would house the communication room and storage. 

Local groups including the Pumphouse and Brunel would help design the local history exhibition and the heritage trail and reminiscence work.   The green roof would help create a light and natural feel.   All the specifications had been designed to a high standard.  The library would be well lit at night with soft lighting and the opening hours would be extended to accommodate functions. 

AD added that you can click on the website and have a virtual walk through the building.  BM asked about the acoustics.  The architect responded that they had taken specialist advice, studied the reports and that the suspended ceiling would help absorbency particularly because of the spiral staircase.

JH expressed that as the building overhangs the basin, litter could be thrown from the balconies into the water. However, it was confirmed that the balconies would be used for maintenance only and that the building materials would make it easy to remove graffiti.

It was confirmed that solar panels were being installed and that the library would have a display on their screen regarding the energy efficiency measures they had put in place.

JO confirmed that the construction cost was estimated at 14 million – all other items would be in addition to this.  The Chair asked whether there were estimated figures for running costs. PU responded that these were yet available. 

SC asked why the project costs had risen from the original estimate of 6.5 million.  But JO responded that they always knew that the final figure would be close to the cost now stated.  JH said that as a centre of excellence it would trained staff such as qualified technicians.  PU replied that staff recruitment was taking this into account. 

The Chair thanked the speakers for their excellent presentation. Pam offered to return at a later date to update the Forum on progress.  Post the meeting she indicated that when the building was finished, Canada Water members would be welcome to make  a visit.    

Speaker 2 – Tara Quinn, Leisure, Contracts and Facilities Manager

Surrey Docks Watersports Centre

Tara opened by saying that the LBS had granted in 2007 £12.3 million to upgrade identified local leisure facilities.  Of this £2.3 million had been allocation to the Surrey Docks Watersports Centre.  A large part of the money was being spent enhancing the disabled facilities.  This would ensure that Tideway (a sailing club for members with disabilities) and others would have full access.  The alterations included doubling the corridor widths, improving the changing facilities, fitting a ceiling hoist with pulley system so that those with disabilities could use the amenities independently.  The wet and dry changing facilities would be separated.  There would be gym facilities on the top level looking out onto the dock.

They had taken professional advice regarding the acoustics to ensure that there would be no disturbance to neighbours from activities such as the keep fit classes.  There would be a function room, clubroom and studios. Hire fees would cross subsidise.  Refreshments would be available from the reception with seating both inside and out.  

For security CCTV would be fitted both internally and externally.  The ground floor plan would incorporate the changing area and would have showers, toilets, handrails

Adaptations for the disabled.  A proportion of the monies would be spent on the interior but externally it would be much the same.  Incorporated in the budget would be regular tree maintenance.  The kayaks would be stored in the boating storage area.  This would be resurfaced and brown wooden lockers installed.  Visually the colours would be neutral and easy on the eye and DDA compliant for the visually impaired.  

Tara then outlined the key dates:

· Planning permission was granted in 12/08

· Temporary cabins opened in 1/09

· Construction commenced in 2/09

· Scheduled to finish in 12/09

· Launch to be held in 1/2010

Tara said that to help publicise the new facilities they were running a Budding Artist/Photographer competition.  There are 4 age groups, 5-11, 12-16, 17-19 and 20-25.  There are 3 themes, watersports, gym/studio and enjoying leisure.  The mediums available were photography, painting, drawing and collage.  There would be a prize for each category and works would be used in the centre for decoration.

She also briefly mentioned that both Dulwich Leisure Centre and Camberwell Leisure Centre had received funding for improvements.  Speaking of Seven Islands Leisure Centre she said that the decision had not been made regarding the level of investment or indeed best use of that investment.  

She did not discuss Mellish Fields or Southwark Park as these were to be covered by other speakers during the meeting.

BM raised concern that the Watersports Centre had fencing and razor wire all around it.  Originally the access through had only been temporarily closed due to construction, however, the implication seemed to be that despite promises to the contrary, that this public access would now be closed permanently.  Unfortunately Barry Mason, who represents the interests of local cyclists, was not at the meeting but JH ask that it be minuted that Barry be informed of the propose change.

Tara explained that the reason behind the decision was that there would be an increase in the use of the facilities and this therefore would be for the health and safety both of the public and users.  JH said that as an experienced rower himself he felt there was little or no risk keeping the access open to the public.

RW added that there seems to be a strong focus on children and in his opinion more should be done for adults.  Referring to the gym he pointed out that currently there were facilities at Seven Islands and his concern was that facilities at the Watersports Centre would be affordable.  He was unhappy that Buxtons had been selected as the developers as they have several law suits currently against them.

Tara explained that charges would be the same as other LBS facilities and that Buxtons were chosen after a rigorous vetting exercise and that regular meetings would ensure performance and adherence to timescales and charges.  She confirmed that Fusion  would manage the site on behalf of the LBS and that they were a charitable trust.

Cllr CB congratulated Tara on progress as the project had been in the pipeline for some time.  He confirmed that the original agreement was that the access through the centre was only closed on a temporary basis.  He also encouraged the Centre to continue to develop links with South Bank University and collaborate re the forthcoming Olympics.

BM enquired about the opening and closing hours of the centre and Tara confirmed that the centre would be open later in the evening than at present. 

The chair thanked Tara for her excellent presentation and introduced the 3rd speaker.

Speaker 3 – Dave Cooke, Operations Manager, Mellish Fields/Bacons College

Dave described the Mellish Fields facilities which include football pitches, grass and Astroturf, cricket wicket, high jump, shot putt, changing facilities and reception.  He said t the facilities partially opened in January and fully operational in April 09. The outstanding issue with the grass area should be rectified by July.

He said that they had undertaken extensive external research to compare charges prior to setting the pricing structure.  The centre is open from 8.30am to 10.30 pm.  For the general public Monday to Friday from 5.00pm – 10pm and at weekends from 10.00am to 6.00 pm.  There is plenty of parking space available on site and bicycle racks.  

The catchment area is non-specific with approximately 75% coming from the local population and 25% others.  There are no immediate plans to increase the current programmes and there is little scope for further development.

They work with the Bacons Football Academy which is for children from 6-15 years old.  From the academy alone, the boys and girls numbered approximately 130 children.  They also ran courses for coaching certificates and other awards and had a full programme for the 6 week summer holidays.

Cllr CB asked about the track and field facilities and was disappointed to hear that the track was only a 200 metre grass track.  As an experienced runner himself he did not feel that this size was particularly beneficial.  Dave explained that track was mainly aimed at local schools, Southwark Park’s track is much longer.

He said that the astro- pitch is full sized and can be divided into 3 plus a 5 aside pitch.

The pitches were adjusted seasonally from football to cricket.  SC said how pleased he was that Mellish Fields had worked closely with them and had installed willow fencing.  They had accommodated the Docklands teams and it was good to see that local teams were using the facilities.  He said that he personally is very keen to get a local cricket team together of youngsters similar to the set up in Burgess Park.

Dave said it was good to receive such positive feedback.  He explained that there was space too for spectators particularly on the balconies.  So far he said there had been no traffic issues.  There are 71 parking spaces but currently no bus went along their route.

The official opening of Mellish Fields is scheduled for 8th July. Further details to follow. 

The Chair thanked the speaker for his informative presentation. 

Speaker 4 -  Gary Glover, Friends of Southwark Park

Gary began by saying that this was the 140th Anniversary of the park.  As part of the celebration there would be carpet bedding by Jamaica gate to reflect this.  This would be available for viewing on Friday around the Cafe Gallery area from 2.00pm.  

He went on to say that currently there was a great deal happening at the park including:

· a large project which involved reopening the borehole so that the park would be self sufficient and independent of Thames Water.  There would be a test run the following week and a new fountain in the lake.  The plan was to go live as of the first week in July.  This would provide not just water for the lake but for the pitches and everything else and there was also a future possibility to sell the excess water.

· Work on the children’s play area would start in July, extending the splash pool area and including interactive water features. This 35k project should be finished by the end of July.   

· the Cafe Gallery fountain had been refurbished and that included resurfacing.

· 4 new beehives in the park situated in the wildlife area.  Summer events would include local children dressing as beekeepers in the school holidays and being taught how to tend the bees.

· 8 raised allotments at the rear of the cafe open to young friends and known community groups, such as Bede Settlement. 

· Dilston Grove refurbishment. £500k had been agreed to internally refurbish the artists area.  Externally 300k had been agreed for external works jointly by the FSP and RCC.  These bids over a 3 year periods would be used to relandscape and there was a possibility of match funding.

· a new head gardener from Spain had been appointed and a whole new planting scheme had been agreed for the park.  This was now underway with new summer bedding currently going in flower beds and around the cafe gallery.

· the athletics track would be upgraded with a 7million pound grant ready for the 2012 Olympics.  Planning had been agreed and clearance of the site was underway. This would possibly be used for training by one of the competing countries.

· bandstand concerts had started and they will continue 'til September.  Recently one of the events had had a Gypsy theme.

· Jamie Oliver had been in the park filming for Sainsbury's and as a result the bowls club received £1,500.

· The usual the Norwegian Day celebrations had been held in the park and were very successful with over 3,000 people attending

· Anticipation that the Green Flag status would be approved again this year.  This would be the 4th time the award would have been given by the Prince's Trust.

Sadly there had been some vandalisation of the bandstand with metal being taken.  CCTV had now been installed. Also some commuters cars left in the carriage way late at night, had had windows smashed. He advised people not to park there late at night. .

GG said the fish farm had been taken out of the 2001 ordnance survey by the LBS and not included in the UDP.  Established in 1885 this was originally known as the Nurseries and served all of the other parks.  However, it is part of the park and a 60k bid had been made to Cleaner, Greener, Safer to clear the site and install allotments.  He hoped consideration would be given for it to become an environmental training school.  

GG said it had been made clear to him that it is part of Southwark Park.  Linkage should be considered from the China Hall Gate as this seemed to have been left out of the loop.  Gary said that there was an intention to put a zebra crossing next to the Scout House.  

Cllr CB was pleased to hear that there were 8 lanes and that the track was 400 metres and that South Bank University were closely involved.  The Chair, however, said that the lack of a decent swimming pool was still a major issue and JH added that connectivity to the park was a key issue. 

The Chair then thanked the speaker and said that it was wonderful to see that Southwark Park had so much going on and would soon reach its full potential.  She then moved on to site updates.

5.  Site Updates

With reference to the Surrey Quays Leisure Centre, an email had been received from Hanne Pottonen of Frogmore indicating that LBS had yet to validate the planning application.    There had been no further update from Conrad Phoenix but Jo Sistern said that they would provide one at the next meeting.   The Chair then handed over to Steve Cornish re Downtown.

Downtown

Steve gave a very brief background history for those new to the Forum stating that at the Southwark Planning Coming meeting in November 08 Barratts had been given planning permission on their 3rd application.

However, this was ratified in December to include an extensive number of conditions.  Therefore this left no alternative but to go to Court.  This afforded campaigners 3 months to prepare for the 23rd March 2009.

But in January this year JCBs arrived on the site and dug several pits and removed a number of mature trees.  The removal of trees was repeated again in February and had been licensed by LBS as part of the planning permission.  Hence now that all the trees had gone, so had the bird, bat and wildlife.  The DDC then secured lawyers to mount a legal challenge in the High Court.

Cllr Noblet stood down as Executive Member on Regeneration at Downtown due to conflict of interest.  Cllr Nick Stanton then took on the mantle.  However, the current position is that Cllr Noblet is still Executive Member for CW Regeneration and Steve raised the point that this could still be considered a conflict of interest.

After 2 rejected appeals the claim was lodged in the High Court and on 29th April this year the Council surrendered its legal position and agreed to a ‘no contest’ acceptance of the case.  They agreed that they had acted illegally and agreed to pay full legal costs for the DDC.  This was confirmed in writing by Cllr Stanton.

In this letter a promise of a new consultation with the DDC and Barratts was given.  However at that stage Barratts then activated their old appeal on their 2nd planning application.

After this brief overview Steve started with the current position.  Basically the DDC have asked Cllr Stanton in writing to commence the promised discussions.  But to date a response had not been received.  Cllr Colley has been asked to re-open her Overview and Scrutiny Committee Investigation of the Council’s conduct of the Downtown planning process.  DDC lawyers have been asked to continue as representatives and a meeting with them had been arranged for Wednesday.

The Prince’s Foundation have been asked to hold a special planning inquiry into Downtown and a response is awaited.

Steve asked the Forum to join the Planning Inquiry to be held on the 3rd July in its own right and make submissions to the Planning Inquiry Inspectorate and to speak to the Inspectorate at the Inquiry itself.  The date for this would not be before September this year.

The next steps he outlined as follows:

· DDC Public Meeting, 25th June at 7.00 pm at Holy Trinity Hall where a news update would be given.

· A request to the Forum to circulate the flyer to all contacts

· An invite to all local councillors and the local MP and Barratts to attend

He ended with a series of questions:

· where is the promised swimming pool

· where is the promised health centre

· and where is the promised transport strategy

The Chair thanked Steve for his update and apologised that due to a tight schedule such an important subject had been time limited.  She then asked Anna Devlet to update on sites A, B1 and B2.

Action:  Forum members to distribution flyers for public meeting

               DDC request that Forum join planning inquiry 3rd July

               DDC request that Forum make submission in own right   

Update on Sites A, B1 and B2

Anna explained that the remaining dock edge bollards would be removed for safety and resited at a later stage.  The cobbles, however which were going to be removed, would not be reinstated but passed to the LBS.

B1 is nearly finished and B2 is progressing well.  There is to be a construction working group meeting on Thursday.  She confirmed that outside site B all the pavements would be white.  This did not seem to be popular with members of the Forum and BM commented that the surface was as bad as the original. 

With reference to site A she said that post the consultation there would be more updates in approximately 2 weeks.  RW asked about the commercial units but AD did not have any further update on this.  Southwark she said may have an option t take on the units and she was able to confirm that on B1 a dentist had applied for one of the units.  RW then raised the issue of the supermarket and AD confirmed that this would be small in size similar to a Cost Cutter.  JH asked if a distinction could be made in usage terms for a restaurant and opposed to a fast food outlet and he was told that this was not possible.

The Chair then finalised the site up date by saying that SW had nothing to add to site C and E and that Mulberry still had no start date for construction.  JH said he was concerned that the Surrey Quays car park site could possibly be a new exit road.

6.
Any Other Business

RW said that in the past that Councillors had been criticised for lack of attendance and therefore he was very pleased to see Cllr CB in attendance, and his level of his participation. He hoped that this was a sign of things to come.  The Chair then added that for 2009-10 Cllrs Blango, Noblet, Hook and Nelson were to attend CWCF. 

7
Date of Next Meeting 

The Chair thanked all for their participation and apologised that the meeting had overrun.

The October meeting date would be altered as it clashed with a RCC meeting.

The date of the next meeting  20th July. 

09-06-15CWCFminutesV01
9  of 9

