CANADA WATER CONSULTATIVE FORUM


Minutes of Meeting of Monday, 13th September 2010

Held at Alfred Salter School, Quebec Way, Rotherhithe SE16 7LP

Forum (attendance in bold)

B. Muid                (BM)                                           M. Camplin               (MC)                                           M. Backelani        (MB)
B. Fagg                (BF)                                            K. Whittam                 (KW)
P. Adenwalla       (PA)                                           J. Hodge                     (JH)
S. Whitworth         (SW)


  TRA Rep        
R. Woolford           (RW)                                         Volunteer 2                 (V2)
J. Hellings             (JH)                                           Disabilities Rep          (DR)
A. Devlet               (AD)                                           Older Persons Rep    (OPR)     
Cllr J Hook            (Cllr JH)                                    Young Persons Rep   (YPR)
L. Hollamby           (LH)                                            Cllr P Noblet               (Cllr PN)

Cllr W Nelson        (Cllr WN)                                  Cllr C Situ                   (Cllr MS)

In Attendance

Kath Hennessy, M. Bellinger, J. Hewitt, T. Dearden, G. Witsey, R.Deverson, M.Purser, A.Brick, M.Calnan, Majorie Hill, Philip Baker, Tony Mason, Jackie Baird, Kin Croker, Ivy Douglas, Pedro Gutierrer, Mark Hodges, Jo O’Brien, Jonathan Graham, Ian Moore, Kathryn Levene, Wan Tsang, Gary Magold, Steve Cornish, Janice & Simon Finnis, John Webber, Tracy Scales, Andrew Kekwick, Leanne & Craig Knox, Patrick Horan, Karen Date, Jeremy Simmonds,  
1.  Welcome and Introduction

The Chair welcomed all those present.  
2.  Apologies for Non Attendance, Approval/Amendments to Minutes 17.5.10

These were received from Lisa Hollamby (DMGT), Barry Mason (Surrey Docks Farm), Kath Whittam, Max Housego,   David Jassby, Stephanie & Jim Lodge, Cllr Situ
In order to streamline proceedings it was stated that Minutes of the previous  CWCF on 17th May 2010 were available in paper form and on the web site www.canadawater.org . Comments on the last meeting’s minutes should be emailed to contact@canadawater.org / canadawater@live.co.uk 
3.  Old Nursery / Fish farm Consultation 
The Chair stated that LBS were consulting on various proposals for the land. She introduced, Gary Glover (GG)  from Friends of Southwark Park(FofSP) who was going to explain the rationale behind the FofSP  application to Cleaner Greener Safer a couple of years ago 
GG stated that the land was always part of Southwark Park and as such was Metropolitan Open Land. However, when in 2001 the FofSP submitted the Big Lottery bid for refurbishment of the park the Old Nursery was excluded because, at that time, it was a somewhat controversial site due to prolonged  neglect by the fish farm tenants. It was very overgrown and cars, boats etc had been dumped there. Hence it was feared inclusion would jeopardise the entire Big Lottery Bid.  

LBS then omitted to include the land in the UDP. When there was a possibility that LBS officers may allow building on the land, F of SP  submitted  a C,G,S bid with the aim of getting the land formally  reinstated as part of the park, with metropolitan open land protection.  The £70,000 CGS award would enable the area to be cleared and put back into community use; not to be cleared completely but keep all the good bits including the trees and some of the vegetation.  

The Canada Water Area Action Plan designates the land as a proposals site.  People were urged to make their comments about the Old Nursery Land to the CW AAP team. 
The occupants of the houses that are close to the ‘old nursery/ fish farm’ are being consulted on what they would like to see done with the land. It was stated that some of the houses backing onto the land, particularly Ann Moss Way, do not have fences, so once the land is cleared there could be a security risk. GG assured the audience that fencing would be put up to offer residents privacy and security. It was mentioned that access to the land would be controlled and open during park opening hours only and that there was a gate.

Jeremy Simmonds (JS) queried whether it was possible to change the designation from Metropolitan Open Land. As such it was a legal part of the park? GG / Cllr Colley replied that because it was left out of the plan of Southwark Park it must be formally designated as open space.

Mr Witsey 2 Gomm Road: What happens if you run out of money before the jobs finished? GG: The £70K should be enough for the clearance but FOSP are looking to make a second bid to RCC. 
Steve Cornish (SC): Thanked GG for coming along and also applauded the fact that residents of Gomm Road and Ann Moss Way were being consulted. There should be an environmental impact assessment done on the land before it is disturbed. The Mayor of London is pushing for allotment space and there would be plenty of space within the fish farm / old nursery land for allotments.

GG: FofSP  would like the space to be used for allotments and community space – e.g. raised beds for disabled people, with people closest to the land being given priority for any allotment allocation. Considering contacting the Bermondsey and Rotherhithe Allotment Society to see if they want to be involved managing the space.

Tracy Scales (Gomm Road): Why don’t we just leave it as a nature garden?

77 Ann Moss Way: I’ve leafleted 44 houses  Gomm Road and Ann Moss Way  and not one of the 38 responses I received want the land changed. We’re worried about the security of having allotments and the possibility of rats moving into the houses if the land is cleared.

JH thanked the residents of Gomm Road and Ann Moss Way for attending the meeting and airing their views. CWCF will send a letter setting out our concerns regarding the land designation. 
PA stated that LBS has a duty to manage its land effectively.  If, as was stated, the land is currently not protected in the same way as the park and is considered to be outside the perimeter of the park it is imperative that it be re incorporated ASAP and its MOL designation re affirmed.  It cannot be left with no protection.  GG reiterated that, if nothing was done with the land, it would be a prime target for being sold by LBS for development.
4  Cllr Colley, Cabinet Member for Regeneration and Corporate Strategy 
The Chair thanked GG for his presentation and introduced the second speaker, Cllr. Fiona Colley (Cllr C), who was going to talk about the Council’s vision for Canada Water and the urban/suburban question.  The designation of urban or suburban determines the maximum density of development in an area. 

Cllr C said she knew the area well as she’d been a Rotherhithe resident since 1997. She was not just responsible for the Canada Water regeneration but the Elephant and Castle, Aylesbury rebuild etc. 

The new labour council wants to build a fairer society. They plan to introduce  free school meals in all LBS primary schools, to keep council tax low, make every council house warm dry and safe, to double the recycling rate, to increase CCTV where it’s most needed and to make regeneration work for the community not just the developers.
Faced with significant challenges not least is the decision of the government to cut spending in all areas. The council’s budget could be cut by up to 25% (£76M).
 The new council is supportive of the Canada Water Area Action Plan. It believes a lot better use of the space around Canada Water could be made by reducing the surface car parking or by using the daytime parking spaces at night, for people going to the cinema or bowling for instance.
The new CW library will be finished although Cllr C regretted the increase in cost. She also stated that LBS were no closer to getting the originally planned swimming pool and there’s is currently no money to even refurbish Seven Islands. The prospects of a new leisure centre in the area are quite remote.
Another key thing is improving traffic through the area, possibly by making Lower Road two way and removing the gyratory system.
LBS do not think the proposed site of Rotherhithe Primary School for the new secondary school in Rotherhithe is ideal; it’s not big enough.
There are 15,000 people on the council housing waiting list and there is a need to provide more affordable housing and CW does have sites available. LBS supports the building of 2,500 new homes in the CW area and 35% of those to be affordable. They consider the area around the CW tube station should be designated urban but the outlying areas could be suburban.
Kath Hennessy (KH) asked about the reduction in hours of wardens in the sheltered housing particularly as the wardens have already been paid for out of the charges (£40 a week on top of the rent).Cllr C was unable to answer as it wasn’t her area of expertise.
RW  raised 3 points -  
Selling off council flats at auction at 30% of the market prices instead of selling them to self help groups who could renovate them.  Cllr C indicated she will be looking at council homes in November.
Transport – need to work with Greenwich as well as Lewisham as one of the biggest development areas is in SE8. Cllr C replied she was happy to talk to Greenwich as well.
Secondary school – Lewisham doesn’t have enough schools – could we have a school ship in the marina? Or build a new secondary school in SE8 which pupils in SE16 could use. Cllr C was not aware that Lewisham were planning a new secondary school. She was not convinced by the ship idea
SC – The community needs in black and white a statement that the council agrees with the densities, urban/suburban classification. Quebec Way Industrial Estate (QWIE) is a serious concern as on one side is Russia Dock Woodland (RDW)  but on the other side, the redevelopment of the leisure centre, is going to be very dense as it’s been designated urban. Kenneth Jassby was pushing at the Core Strategy EIP for the QWIE to be redesignated as urban.
Cllr C - stated that LBS will defend the designations as identified in the CW AAP 
In response to the statement that LBS’s decision to sell QWIE was short sighted as it would have been suitable for a new secondary school, she said we can’t change history. LBS don’t have the money to CPO QWIE. 
SC asked if LBS were going to provide financial support for the CWCF? Cllr C - This needs to go into the general budget discussion and there are lots of groups who are wanting money and we have 25% budget cuts. It’s going to be very difficult and I won’t make any promises.

Transport is the biggest problem – LBS / TfL need to use the River Thames more. Cllr C – we will use the river more and we’ll suggest to Lewisham that they use the river for transporting construction materials and waste when they develop Convoys Wharf.
Gary Magold (GM) – raised the problem of the one fire engine at Dockhead and no casualty at Guy’s so very little support for all the new people coming into the area.
Cllr C – need to take these up with Mayor Boris Johnson.

JH – the green quality of the area need to be preserved. We want regeneration but we also need to keep the green spaces.
Cllr C – confirm that the green spaces will be protected.

PA – what are your thoughts on the sale of whole blocks of property, for example to owners in Hong Kong who then let them out? It is already having an effect on local primary school admissions where pupils are only at the school for short times. Cllr C – There’s not a lot LBS can do. It’s certainly not conducive to settled communities.
PA - Too many of the 4-5 bedroom houses in the area are being bought up by buy to let landlords and converted into flats rather than being used by families. Cllr C – there’s nothing we can do about private purchasers. 

RW – there’s a law (from April of 2010) that if someone rents a property with 3 bedrooms or more they need a Local Authority licence (for £280). If they’ve previously been let then they don’t need a licence but new properties or conversions do. 

JH raised concerns that development in the south of the Borough was a lot less than that in the northern parts. 

Cllr C - Most of the areas that haven’t been built on are designated as open land in the south.
5. Site Updates
JH - The Thames Tunnel (Thames Water sewage tunnel) was mentioned with regard to Kings Stairs Garden. It is proposed that this will be a major access point during the construction phase and the permanent location of a ventilation shaft. Compulsory purchase will be used by Thames Water.
Several sites in the Rotherhithe area may be involved. JH also mentioned the South Dock marina site. 

Thames Water had formally announced its public consultation today. www.thamestunnelconsultation.co.uk 
Sites A1 – B2

AD  – A1 site structures are up and due to be completed June 2011 and occupied July 2011. A2 75% of basement is complete and the frame to be started in October and A2 completed in March 2012.

A3 and A4 (tall building); the tall building will be started first and once completed then A3 will be started. A4 is to be started May 2011 and completed in 2013. A3 will be completed in 2014.

Janice & Simon Finnis raised the fact that the cycle path in Albatross Way is now obscured by the sheeting protecting the site.  AD – undertook to investigate.
RW – Could we persuade Boris Johnson to put some of his cycle scheme bikes in the area near the CW tube station? AD – I would love to have some in the area but we have no say on this. 

Philip Baker – Asked about the retail units in B2 Montreal House. AD replied that it was unlikely that the units will be let until the library is finished. Work recommences on the Plaza in March 2011 and the interior of the library in June.

SC – All trees on Site A have now been felled.  He expressed concern about the remit of the people who attend the construction meetings as some residents from the Albion Estate feel that they are not being represented. AD replied that RAHF nominated Mr Martin who was representing Mayflower to also represent Albion. This was because no-one from Albion could attend the meetings. LBS administer the construction group.

SC – Will local groups be able to use the community space in the library? AD  replied that groups should contact LBS. 
JH – was concerned about expressions of interest for use of a building which won’t be finished until 2012. The idea that the library could be fully booked before it opened was a concern.

SQLP -   Frogmore  – no news

Site C – Spencer Whitworth: Conrad Phoenix are still in negotiations with Southwark Council re Section 106 vs affordable housing. It’s in the hands of the lawyers. The new Council would like to see the % increased.

Site E – Scheme is drawn with 200 flats, a hotel and office space as specified in the Southwark Plan. The office space is worth half of what it would cost to build and Conrad Phoenix want to offset the loss against the affordable housing target. Because this is politically unacceptable CP believe that it is very unlikely that the site will be built.

QWIE  – see above 
Fisher -  planning application 10-AP-1664 has been withdrawn

Downtown – SC – Application three is in judicial review. Applications 1 and 2 have been withdrawn.

Dockland Settlement – likely that a planning application will be made 

The Ship York - application for the pub to be demolished and a bistro/bar built on the ground floor and 5 storeys of flats above.

PA – encouraged everybody to look at LBS’s planning website for applications in the RCC area. 
Inspector deliberating on the Core Strategy EIP

CW AAP – Inspector plans hearing EIP in October/November

Plough Way has gone quiet – not viable so developer has pulled out.

Convoys Wharf will be 3,600 units.

A.O.B – None 
 Next meeting Monday, October 18th
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