CANADA WATER CONSULTATIVE FORUM


Minutes of Meeting of Monday, 29th November 2010

Held at Alfred Salter School, Quebec Way, Rotherhithe SE16 7LP

Forum (attendance in bold)

P. Adenwalla
(PA)                                        
M. Camplin               (MC)                                             K. Whittam  
(KW)  



M. Backelani        (MB)
B. Fagg         
(BF)                                            
B. Muid      
(BM)                                      
S. Whitworth
(SW)



  

R. Woolford
(RW)                                         

J. Hellings
(JH)                                           
A. Devlet
(AD)                                                

Cllr J Hook
(Cllr JH)                                    

L. Hollamby
(LH)                                     
Cllr P Noblet               (Cllr PN)

Cllr W Nelson
(Cllr WN)                     

Cllr C Situ                   (Cllr MS)

In Attendance
1. Welcome & Introduction

The Chair welcomed all those present.

2. Apologies for non attendance / Minutes 18th October / Action Points 

Spencer Whitworth, Lisa Hollamby, Jerry Hewitt. 
Councillor John (from the last meeting) is yet to report back to the Forum on certain matters


3. Anya Whitehead – Public Art Strategy for Canada Water

Anya is responsible for the arts and heritage services in Southwark. There will be public art as part of the Canada Water development. In section 106 monies there was £75K allocated for public art and a steering group to oversee the project has been set up. Currently work is concentrated on the Library and Plaza but will take on the entire area of the development. This actually includes the Thames path and the artwork currently on the peninsula. Southwark has a database of all the pieces of public art in the area and they will all be included on future art trails and self guided walks.  History and heritage of the area will be featured in an exhibition in the library in the form of changing displays.  The performance area in the library will be used for heritage talks. 
The quality of public art delivered has to be high and reflect the traditions and history of the docks and reinforce the identity of Canada Water. There is only one commission to date and that’s ‘Landmark One’. It’s to decorate the LUL emergency exit and ventilation shaft by Albion Channel. That’s the fairly ugly grey building with the circular top sited at the ‘end’ of Montreal House on the edge of the plaza and there are three sides to be worked on. The commission is to imaginatively transform the building – to become the first landmark of the new development. It will not be a mural painted straight on the walls; it will be more sophisticated than that. The brief to the artists is to make informed response to the history of the area in the work and to encourage the local community and local schoolchildren to become involved in creating the work. The work could reflect any of the following: Surrey docks and their international connections, communities and local figures, shipbuilding and wet docks, Greenland Dock, World War 2 events and future Canada Water. There will be a community process run at the same time which will include consultation with the public on their preferred piece of artwork after the candidates have been shortlisted. The artwork will be lit and has to take in durability, safety and potential vandalism. It was noted that on the peninsula there has been very little vandalism of public artwork although there have been cases of theft. A call for expression of interests will go out to artists in January 2011 and a shortlist of 4 drawn up.

Patrick Horan asked about the ramp from the top of the plaza down to Albion Channel level and Anna Devlet replied that there will be a ramp, as well as the steps, built to the specifications that were discussed with Patrick two years ago. 

Ian Moore reminded Anya that the shopping centre had donated a dolphin statue (which originally was part of a fountain in the middle of the shopping centre) to Southwark with a view to it being used somewhere in the Canada Water redevelopment.

Anya has since come back to the Forum: the Dolphin fountain is safe in their Copeland Road depot, to be relocated in an appropriate spot. 

The first piece of public art on the project will eat up all the funding so for future public art projects Anya stated that they are attempting to raise funds for, because of the cutbacks.
The shortlist of 4 will be decided by March 2011. There is a public art steering group which includes council offices, people from the cafe gallery, a local resident, Kirsten Dunn, and Anna Devlet and other representatives from the community.
All the dock furniture which was removed during the library/plaza development will go back along the dock edge once everything is completed.

The library will have a changing exhibition, which will include the history/heritage of the area. Kath Whittam said she was reassured to hear that the library exhibition would not upstage some of the excellent museums in the area such as the Pump House.

KW asked about progress on the Brunel Statue which is to go next to the entrance to the Rotherhithe tunnel. Anya replied that the Brunel statue has been granted planning permission but was a £250,000 commission and so far only £50K has been raised through the Greener, Cleaner, Safer fund. However, it turns out that Brunel’s surviving family are not entirely happy with the design and it never went out to competition.


4. David and Maria from Goldsmith’s College were introduced. They are doing a regeneration project at the College and would be doing recording and filming of the Forum meeting. If anyone objected to being filmed they were invited to let David or Maria know.

5. Thames Water – Thames Sewage Tunnel

Malcolm Orford, Senior Project Manager, described the project, which most members of the Forum were, by then, familiar with, and its necessity.

Full details of the project can be viewed online here:

http://www.thameswater.co.uk/cps/rde/xchg/corp/hs.xsl/10115.htm
After as little as 2mm of rainfall, London's Victorian sewers which capture both sewage and rainfall can fill up and as there is nowhere else for the excess flows to go, it spills into the river from 57 combined sewer overflows, designed as an alternative to sewage backing up into homes and streets. These sewage discharges occur around 50 times a year on average.

Without tackling this, ten years from now the 39 million tonnes of sewage, which is currently discharged into the river in a typical year, is forecast to rise to an unthinkable 70 million tonnes. 
The Thames Tunnel is a 7.2metre wide sewer, which will run up to 20 miles from west to east London, up to 75 metres below ground, broadly following the route of the River Thames. It will connect up to the 34 most polluting sewer overflows, as identified by the Environment Agency, to capture sewage which would otherwise spill into the Thames, before transferring it to our Beckton sewage works to be treated.
Following years of detailed investigations Thames Water have identified three potential routes for the tunnel. It will broadly follow the river from its starting point in west London to the east of Tower Bridge at Limehouse before going one of three ways:

· north east to connect to the Lee Tunnel at Abbey Mills in Stratford - the shortest of the proposed routes; 

· east following the river and crossing the Greenwich peninsular up to Beckton Sewage Works in Newham; 

· or south east, straight to Greenwich and then on to Beckton.

However all three routes diverge at the point of Kings Stairs Gardens in Rotherhithe where it is proposed to build a large tunnel access point. It is this proposal which is causing local residents much anger.
Malcolm Orford:  There are very few places in London which haven’t been built on and we need to identify sites where we can build. Our considerations include how easy it is to get to the site, impact on environment, impact on people etc.

The only things cast in stone is that the flow has to end up at Beckton and that the 34 sewage outfalls have to be captured. Kings Stairs Gardens (KSG) is not a site of a sewage outfall.
In our vicinity Thames Water (TW) would tunnel from Tideway (upstream) to KSG. TW would also tunnel from Abbey Mills to KSG and the exit point has to be big enough to get the tunnelling machines out. TW will use the river to get rid of the tunnelling spoil.
After the tunnelling there will be a ventilation building left on the KSG site which will have fans and control units. The ventilated gases will be passed through carbon filters to remove any odours.

Steve Cornish: Moving the KSG site down to Deptford (Convoys Wharf) – would it require another sort of drilling machine to get through the chalk of Deptford rather than the clay of Rotherhithe?

TW: We need different tunnelling machines for different ground for safe tunnelling. The change from clay to chalk occurs just to the upstream of KSG. The upstream tunnel requires a different machine from the downstream tunnel so we need an access point at/nearby KSG. Even if TW had a shaft at Convoys Wharf they would still need another shaft near KSG.
The process of consultation will allow other possible sites to be put forward and the sites will not be finally selected until after the second consultation in Summer 2011.
Members of the public at the meeting voiced concerns over the extent of the building work and the impact on those people who have to live nearby. The construction period will be up to 7 years with 24 hour working
Malcolm Orford:  Contractors are now used to building complex projects in restrictive spaces, sensitively, in built up areas.
Malcolm Orford:  Is Kings Stairs Gardens ideal? I think anyone would struggle to suggest that it is.
If there is another site which the community think TW should be looking at we should let them know.

There is a brown field site upstream which Thames Water looked at but which had planning permission granted for a development.
Since the meeting Thames Water has now purchased the brown field site.
Patrick Horan asked that the Sewage Tunnel discussion be wound up as we were overrunning our allotted time.
6. Site Updates

Sites A and B

Anna Devlet (from British Land): B1/B2 completed - with trees being planted along Surrey Quays Road before the end of 2010

A1 due to be completed June/July 2011

A2 base complete and up to level 2; complete March 2012

A3 site will be used to construct the tower (A4) next to the tube station. Work will hopefully start in May 2011.

PA: bothered by ‘retail’ tenants of B1/B2 which include offices, a dentist, and there has been a change of use from retail to financial services for one of the units – all rather bland uses – not active frontages. None of this is exactly dynamic.
AD: All three retail units in B2 (Montreal House) will be restaurant/bar units eventually.

AD: Large maple trees will not be installed outside Montreal House until the Plaza is finished.

PA: The old library will be sold and there are no restrictions on its future use. This means that community use will not necessarily be preserved after its sale. 

AD: It was always Southwark’s intention to sell off the old library and maximise profits in order to help fund the Canada Water library.
It was suggested that Albion Street have a street market. PA stated that it used to have a market and there was supposed to be some money to redo the shop frontages, enhance the Albion Street environment with the possibility of having a street market in future.
Surrey Quays Leisure Centre – outline planning permission given and full permission for the student accommodation.
No news on the Decathlon (C) and Site E sites. Site E is in abeyance.

Downtown – Downtown Defence Campaign lawyers have asked for a judicial review; Sir Michael Harrison has refused the JR but the campaign lawyers are appealing.

Dockland Settlement – blocks of flats – not a very inspiring development. A new youth club will be built on the, current, grassed area on the corner. Formal application will be submitted in December 2010/January 2011.
Quebec Way Industrial Estate – No news.

Steve Cornish said that the wildlife which have had to move from all the development land are congregating in Russia Dock Woodlands and this is leading to overcrowding of birdlife, in particular.
Area Action Plan has been delayed until February 2011.
Deptford – Mega schemes in the pipeline for the area off Lower Road. Although planning permissions frequently are approved, construction work never seems to get going.

7. The Forum


The Forum is under threat, we have enough money to service the meetings but we need more help. 
PA wants to stand down as Chair but nobody else has put themselves forward as a replacement.

As most of the developments on the peninsula have ‘gone quiet’ what do we discuss at our meetings? Do we mothball the forum for a few months?

It was decided to make the next meeting in March 2011.
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