CANADA WATER CONSULTATIVE FORUM


Minutes of Meeting of Monday, 20th June 2011
Held at Alfred Salter Primary School, Quebec Way, Rotherhithe SE16 7LP

Forum (attendance in bold)

P. Adenwalla
(PA)                                        
M. Camplin

(MC)                                             K. Whittam  
(KW)  



M. Backelani

(MB)                                         
B. Muid      
(BM)                                      
S. Whitworth
(SW)

                          A. Devlet
              (AD)   
Cllr F Colley
(FC)                   

Cllr J Hook
              (Cllr JH)                                    

L. Hollamby
(LH)                                     
Cllr P Noblet

 (Cllr PN)

Cllr W Nelson
(Cllr WN)                     

Cllr C Situ

 (Cllr MS)

In Attendance:
Judy Aiken, Phillip Baker, Alan Camp, Anastasia Cavouras, Steve Cornish, Anna Devlet, Stephanie Friel, John Giantses, J.Gill, F.John, Stephanie & Jim Lodge, Setura Mahdi, Ian Moore, Paul Noblet, Ilkan Osman, Michele Page-Jones, Rachael Ray, John Taylor, Sarah Waite, Anya Whitehead, John Wills, Donia Wong,  
1. Welcome & Introduction

The Chair welcomed all those present and a one minute silence was held in memory of Barry Mason.

2. Apologies for non attendance / Minutes 7th March / Action Points 

Apologies from Lisa Hollamby, Kath Hennessy
Minutes 20/6/11 approved. Most action points come up on the current agenda.
3. Plaza Artwork - Anya Whitehead (Southwark – Head of Culture ) 
 
AW had difficulties with her presentation of the public art for the Plaza. It was therefore not possible to see the proposed artwork for the ventilation shaft.

How the community is featured in the heritage works for the Library ?.

LBS had open submissions for the public art. The public art scheme is part of the Section 106 arrangements with Barratts. For the selection there is a steering group which includes members of the community and arts specialists. There are two alternatives for the artwork for the exit/ventilation shaft but there is also the option to just improve the look of the building as architecturally people hold it in high esteem. Because the flats are built quite close, Barratts are opting more for a smartening up of the building rather than a site for vibrant public art. This was to have been the first piece of public art in the new Canada Water development.

LBS are looking at art and heritage trails for the library. There is a need to involve the community in the heritage works.

Action :  Anya will provide the Forum with the proposals to go on the website.

JT – The building does need something doing to it as it sits on the main pedestrian route from the station down to the Albion Channel and the area is a bit grim at the moment. Something need to be done to the facade of the building.

AW – We’ve had two proposals and one of them is much better than the other at highlighting the building and making it a bit more people friendly. There is also the option to do something simple such as with lighting.
PA thanked AW for attending and looked forward to receiving the visuals. 


4. Plaza Lighting Scheme and Library

Anna Devlet presented the lighting scheme for the Plaza. There will be two lighting poles (30 feet tall poles with several lights atop them), under tree lighting and many other different types of lighting distributed around the plaza area. It has all been designed to work with CCTV coverage and give good coverage for pedestrians. There will also be lighting for the library (possibly in blue).

It is hoped to have a copy of scheme for display on the website.

BM – The existing two lamp standards are not shown on the plan – are they being removed ?

Action : AD to check.

AD – All power for the lighting will be paid for by LBS. We don’t have information on the CCTV arrangements.

SC – I was disappointed to see that the windows fitted to the library appear to be very ordinary for such a high cost building

John – Has light pollution been taken into account with the new lighting especially with the flats being so close?

AD – Yes all the lighting has been designed to limit light pollution into the residential areas.

Sarah – There have been a number of muggings recently around Albion Channel. Local residents are concerned that with the new developments there will attract more people with a concomitant increase in crime.

PA – There is CCTV coverage of the Albion Channel. The trees are regularly pruned to provide clear sight lines and additional light for the cameras.

5. The Portacabins along Deal Porters Walk, adjacent to Canada Water Basin

The welfare portacabins and hoardings were granted retrospective planning permission despite being immediately adjacent to a SINC at the height of the nesting season and on land designated as Borough Open Land (BOL). The compound on Deal Porters Way is 126 metres long and 7 metres wide. CWCF wish to record their disquiet that LBS granted retrospectively permission, in contravention of many LBS’s policies about nature conservation and BOL. 

SC – In my opinion this is a flawed piece of planning; the worst case of abuse to date. To find out long after the portacabins and hoardings went up that there was no planning permission for the site, I was gobsmacked. British Land could have located the put these up on their own land rather than BOL. The retrospective application put in by British Land was full of errors.  The application asked if there were any trees on the site; BL ticked no. Is the site an area of importance for nature conservation; BL ticked no. Both these responses are totally untrue. Council officers should have picked up on these. The ecology officer was asked to visit the site 6 weeks after the hoardings went up and reported two weeks later.  During the planning review the case officer was dragged across the coals by the planning committee, they basically said that they had been made to look like idiots again. Four out of the seven members of the planning committee erred on the side of refusing the planning application but the legal secretary unbelievably told the planning committee that if they refused this the applicant could take out a legal appeal. The planning committee members then decided to defer the decision until a week later. The applicant (BL) was not present on the night. However, the damage has been done as the nesting season started one week before the hoardings went up and finishes one week after the hoardings have to come down.

AD – On behalf of BL, I’d like to apologise for not turning up at the planning committee. We didn’t find out the date until the day after. We’d like to apologise for the process. The library is due to be completed by the end of September, but it cannot open until the Plaza is completed. In order for the Plaza works to start, a site was required for the welfare units.   Shopping Centres Ltd. Refused to allow the portacabins to be located on the ‘overflow car Park’ 

When the present site was identified it was unclear whether the temporary structures required planning permission. We accept that the retrospective planning application was done hastily and was riddled with errors. The retrospective surveys reported that there would be no adverse effects on the wildlife. This was the confirmed by the council’s own ecologist. 
This is the best we can offer, we can only apologise.
PN – who in the council came up with the current site?
AD – the property team.

SC – the water levels in Canada Water Basin are 1 metre lower than they should be and the areas around the reeds are dry. Wildfowl numbers are a lot lower than they have ever been.

John – I think that this process shows gross incompetence of council officers in the property team. Officers are poor calibre and often get away with things like this. How does Anna explain the false statements on the application?
AD –Unfortunately, LBS did not check  when the application was submitted. Human error.

6. Barbara-Ann Overwater – LBS Canada Water Area Action Plan (CW AAP) 
I work for the Planning Policy team at Southwark Council. We submitted the Core Strategy to the Secretary of State in March 2010. We had two weeks of public hearing sessions with the planning inspector (EIP), where he looked at all the policies. Het rejected two. Policy 11 – open space and wildlife policy where it had been proposed to designate sites of importance for nature conservation (SINCs) and open spaces in the CW area. Unfortunately the inspector considered that there was insufficient justification for the designations and he has deleted that part of the policy. Policy 7 which dealt with larger unit sizes for dwellings he felt was also unjustified in the core strategy. The inspector recommended that these policies would be better off in the CWAAP rather than the core strategy.
All the background papers are available on the Southwark website.
Southwark will be submitting the changes to the CWAAP within the next few weeks. There will be an examination in public  on 2nd August for 5 days.

SC – Why is the portion Deal Porters Walk (Albatross Way to Surrey Water) classified as a SINC ? The portion Albatross Way to Canada Water tube contained a very diverse wild life and habitat and 170 + trees, and was not accorded any protection. The planning inspector queried the SINC designation. How do you fulfil the criteria for the site to be a SINC?
BAO-  LBS background identifies, step by step, the justification for Deal Porters Walk a SINC.

The impending move of Harmsworth Quays to Thurrock was discussed and the possibility of the land being used to provide more homes despite being designated as industrial. 
PN – the council has to consider the future use of the Harmsworth Quays site and it may be that Southwark could limit the use to industrial or a school.
PA thanked BAO for her presentation. 

7. Site Updates

Downtown – Steve Cornish 

SC – Downtown residents took Barratts and Southwark to court about the dwindling size of the community provision.  The case was expected to last 2 hours but  took 4. The legal might of Barratts and LBS won. The judge said Downtown residents had a fantastic case with which he sympathised. Because the size of the community hall was not written down in the original proposal he voted against the residents. The residents are going to appeal the decision.
Quebec Way Industrial Estate – Alan Camp (Architects)
AC  – Presented the new proposal for the site. There is a single access route through the development to Russia Dock Woodlands. The buildings will be pulled away from the woodlands. The height of the buildings has been reduced and set back from Quebec Way. Expect to submit the Planning Application during July/August.

There will be a small convenience store on corner of Quebec Way and Redriff Road, plus a 3 classroom community nursery school with a community room in it, at the other end of the site.  There will also be a gym on two levels  and all this provides an active frontage onto Quebec Way with the open courtyards. There will be 4 or 5 children’s play areas and also a few allotments in the scheme. Car parking will be underneath the new buildings but will be gated.
Roof rainwater from the new development will be used to fill the Russia Dock canals which are currently dry using a sustainable urban drainage system (SUDS).

PA – concerned about the reduction in levels of employment on the site.
Dockland Settlement ( Alan Camp )
AC  – Family Mosaic Housing Association planning application requires a bat survey on the land. The survey has now been done and the report should be with us soon.

Site A ( Anna Devlet BL-CQ )

AD – Nothing new to report. Everything on track.
PA / BM  – Wondered about the garden on the top of the Site A tower? On the original plans there were trees on the top of the tower but these now seem to have been removed.
AD – as far as I know there have been no changes to the design of the tower.

Sites B1 & B2 ( Anna Devlet BL-CQ )

Toronto and Montreal residents (TMHRA) expressed concern about smell of sewage in B2. Affinity Sutton stated that the smell is coming from the Albion Channel. 

AD –This type of query should be directed to Hardhat Communications, which is the communications agency for Barratts. BL-CQ’s can’t help very much on parts of the development which have been completed. We can however, pinpoint who is responsible. 

TMHRA stated that there is no fibre optic cabling to B1 despite being advised that it would be installed when B2 was erected. The matter has been taken up to the director of customer services. 
AD – It’s something to be taken up with the Barratt development team.

There are issues with security and safety of sites B1 and B2. Security of the blocks has been breached on several occasions. The entrance door to B1 was broken for 10 days and there have been several occurrences with the underground garage. Relations on this point have broken down with the management company. The residents wanted to record their dissatisfaction that there are serious issues of the doors leading into the building. 
AD – I hear what you’re saying but they’re all management issues and they are all associated with the breakdown of communication between Barratts, the management company and the residents. Speak to Hardhat Communications.

TMHRA stated that QW design should consider their residents’ experience of the underground garage at B2. The entry point is extremely narrow. 

Surrey Quays Leisure Centre – no news

Decathlon (Site C) and What Store (Site E )  – No news 

Mulberry – Application 11-AP-0537 to extend permission refused
General 
The Albion Street library site is for sale for £ 1.5m. St Marys Rectory is also for sale offers above £ 2m. Tavern Quay application refused. Kings Stairs Gardens newsletter available. 

8. The Forum


There is a need to re-energise the Forum and get something sorted out at the next meeting.

Thanks were given to Bob Muid who is resigning from the Forum after 10 years as he is moving out of the area.

The next CWCF is 12th September 2011.   Meeting closed at 9.15
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