Canada Water Consultative Forum


Minutes of meeting of 5 December 2011

Held at Alfred Salter School, Quebec Way Rotherhithe London SE16 7LP

Forum (attendance in bold)
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In Attendance:

[image: image1.png]Jerry Hewitt; Bill Legassick ; Daria Wong (Alan Camp ); Alan Camp; Philip Baker; Setura
Mahdi (Hardhat); Damian Belson; Anastasia Cavouras; Michael Davies; Jarno Stet; David
Galbraith; Anthonv I; Graham Coles: Steve Cornish.




1. Welcome & Introduction 
The Chair welcomed all those present. She stated that the in the absence of a minute taker, she would be experimenting at recording the meeting.
2. Apologies / Minutes / Action 
Apologies Cllr J. Hook; Cllr. M. Situ; Ian Moore; Simon Hughes; Kath Whitham; 
Minutes 12th September 2011
Agreed subject to AC requested revision P5 – Docklands Settlement - No bats had been found. 

Action 
None o/s  
PEA stated she had attended the CW library opening 28th November and that CWCF had been presented with a picture for their contribution to the project. She also expressed disappointment at the minimal and somewhat negative coverage given by Southwark News to the long awaited opening of this much needed community resource.  

3. CW AAP

LBS had decided that at this juncture they were not in a position to comment on CW AAP as the Inspector’s Report as it was still the subject of a ‘Fact Check’. They had therefore sent a written statement and would attend next time. JH stated that the report was expected to appear on LBS web site soon and would go to full Cabinet in February. One would have to lobby councilors before the Cabinet meeting regarding any matters of concern. PB queried the status of the Harmsworth Quays site in the CW AAP. It was understood that the Inspector had left this open, as HQ have a long lease and it remains to be seen what they decide to do with the site. 
4. Air Quality in SE16

The Chair welcomed back Bill Legassick, LBS, to speak on the current state of the air quality in the SE16. She explained that air quality had long been a concern in the area, as Lower Road and the Rotherhithe Roundabout contravene various EU standards. Also the local LBS monitoring equipment no longer provided adequate and consistent and comparative data hence it was difficult to make informed judgments about major, new developments. The high level of asthma sufferers in the area was also a matter of concern. 
BL stated that a new monitoring station had been located near Toys R Us and the new LBS waste facility off the Old Kent Road. Reports showed that various areas, coloured red and yellow on the maps continue to exceed objectives. The revised LBS Air Quality Action Plan will be published soon and people were advised to look out for it on LBS web site. 

In June 2011 LBS commissioned consultants to carry out some modeling work. JH and others sought clarification for the source and time frame of the data used for the modeling. It was unclear whether the data reflected SELCHIP operating at capacity nor whether planning permissions yet to be built had been factored in to the model. Clarification was also sought as to how improvements in technology for gas boilers and car emissions were reflected in the model. 

Lower Road, Rotherhithe Roundabout and the 1 way system are predicted to show a slight improvement by 2015 but will remain in the yellow band. Motor cars and domestic gas boilers make significant contributions to the poor are quality, but much is attributable to background pollution, ie dusty roads. LBS is a small borough in comparison to the whole of London. The diagrams will soon be available on LBS web site. 
PEA queried whether the increase in flights using City airport had been taken into consideration. BL replied that although there are more planes, their height when flying over LBS meant they had little impact on SE16 pollution nor was the noise considered significant. City Airport is currently consulting on a new design for its terminal to accommodate larger, quieter planes. LBS are of the view this will not be detrimental to LBS.  

PEA asked if anything happened regarding installing a monitor near Surrey Docks Tavern as a replacement for the one removed from Rotherhithe Tunnel entrance. BL replied no. 
JH indicated that the report supports people’s experience of air quality in the area. He was however, concerned regarding the height at which readings were taken.  There is evidence particulates hover at a low level and hence children experience different air quality to taller people. BL replied that 2.8 m was the lowest level at which LBS equipment would function and this was a shortcoming. Other factors such as the side of the road, wind speeds, changes in technology also all have a bearing on the air quality. 
JS queried the capacity of the SELCHIP plant and how this was reflected in the data.   

BL indicated that TfL produce the traffic model, hence he was not in a position to confirm whether or not un built planning permissions had been factored in. 
There were questions regarding CWAAP predictions and the likely increase in in-bound traffic.  There was also debate regarding carbon dioxide emissions from diesel vehicles. 

5. Site Updates 

11-AP- 2565 
QWIE application for 366 dwellings. Alan Camp (AlC), the architect for QWIE, stated that they were still waiting for a confirmed LBS Planning Committee hearing date. The application is now expected to be heard in January. 
Amendments had been made to the scheme in view of the Harmsworth Quays objection regarding noise and quality of life for residents facing HQ. However, he felt their suggestion that the Quebec Way frontage should be a ‘wall’ was unreasonable. LH queried this statement and AlC indicated he was merely trying to illustrate that HQ appeared to be suggesting no windows or habitable rooms face Quebec Way and the currently not used HQ gate and also that there should be an acoustic barrier similar to the Mast Leisure student block. LH asked if the flats were air conditioned and if they were not, it was reasonable to think that people would want to open their windows. AC/DL replied that the flats had a passive air system as opposed to air conditioning. GC queried to height of blocks at the junction of Quebec Way / Redriff Road and the ratio of parking spaces to the number of dwellings. AlC/DL stated that they were satisfied that the scheme had been designed to mitigate against the HQ sound and complied with the London Plan car spaces criteria. AnC queried the materials being used, the asking prices of the flats and whether the car parking spaces would be sold separately. SC asked about the classification of QWIE in the CW AAP  Inspector’s report.  AlC stated that the scheme in total is currently mid way between urban / suburban densities, with suburban near RDW and urban near Quebec Way. 
Docklands Settlement 
AlC reported the application due to go before committee 20th December.

PEA thanked AlC and DL.  
Site A & Tower Block  AD reported that A4 Tower block works had commenced. 
Library & Plaza
AD reported that the plaza is expected to be completed early 2012. PEA queried when the retail units would open as without them the plaza would be a rather desolate space. AD / MS replied that Barratts marketing would continue to occupy one unit until space in A4 available. It was not expected the other units would be occupied until everything finished. 

AD asked on behalf of LBS, people’s opinion of the viewing platform adjacent to the library. In the initial plans this had been retained as it was where the Evening Standard vendor was situated and there was money allocated to paint / refurbish the viewing platform. However, the ES man has gone and there is a school of thought that the pergola is out of keeping with the new library building and that there is sufficient shelter in the tube and library entrances. The general feeling of the meeting was that LBS should carry out wider, formal consultation on the subject. 

PEA queried the appearance of the SINC near the viewing platform, as it appears very exposed and litter is accumulating. AD stated that BL-CQ have made a financial contribution to planting in CW near the library and suggested CWCF contact Emma Ellis at LBS. PEA also stated that she is in contact with the Deal Porter statue sculptor. Now that there is such a splendid view of the statue from the library it was desirable to refurbish the board describing the history of Deal Porters. AD said this would form part of the shopping centre refurbishment. 

AnC / SC expressed concern about the pontoon / nesting platform in terms of the wire mesh, recent painting and location. CW in general appears rather neglected since the TRUE contract expired. 

Action :  Seek clarification on all aspects of CW from Emma Ellis  
SQSC


AD indicated that SQSC Ltd. hope to submit the application before Christmas, with a view to it going to committee in the spring and building to commence late 2012.  It was agreed it was desirable that the amended scheme should be presented to CWCF. Monday, 23rd January. The scheme would be loaded onto SQSC web site later this week. PB queried whether an entrance from Surrey Quays Road had been incorporated as currently the centre is difficult to access from the ‘north of the peninsula’ and building further into the car park would make the walk longer. AD said not in phase 1, as BHS have a long lease and the other area is the servicing yard. Phase 1 is about keeping jobs in the area. At a later stage access from Surrey Quays Road would be considered. It was stated that it was easier for people to hop on tube to Canary Wharf / Stratford – Westfield.  PEA mentioned that the original TESCO expansion scheme had access via SQ Rd., through a cafe. but that SQSC vetoed this as they wanted everyone to enter the complex before going to Tesco. Now we are constantly being encouraged to walk and not use cars it seemed rather strange not to make it easier for the vast number of people who live to the ‘north’ to access the centre. GC queried the loss of the car park. AD stated there will be two applications, one for the extension and reduction in car parking spaces and a second for the building of a multi storey car park. The second will only be implemented should Tesco demonstrate that the loss of the parking spaces is detrimental to their business.   
AnC express concern about the moving of the bus stops and the traffic implications and the impact on people getting to work. AD stated that the scheme provides for a safer environment, as buses and cars will not compete for the same space.  
AnC asked if SQSC would be disclosing the new retailers. AD replied not until completion. 
Harmsworth Quays
LH indicated plans to move by Dec. 2013 are progressing and that DMTG are in dialogue with LBS re. amending their lease. 
SQLC 


No update 

Downtown 

SC stated it was the 10th anniversary and the scheme is still with the lawyers. The community was promised a substantial community hall but the scheme has a miniscule room and hence the High Court has recently declared that the 2002 development brief was defective. It is possible that the outcome of the Appeal due to be heard in February / March may be that LBS are deemed to have acted illegally.  
Mulberry

A Certificate of Lawfulness has been granted, which in effect states that the 07-AP-2806 permission has technically been started with the demolition of the industrial units. It is unclear whether the owners actually intend to build the permission.  
Greenland Dock Marina Application 11-AP-3157 for a temporary marina for the duration of the Olympics had been refused. GC (BRQA) and the local community had fought a robust campaign and there were 500 + objections. AI, their spokesperson had made a very comprehensive presentation to the planning committee. It was an example of how if the community worked together, inappropriate planning applications can be defeated. It was understood that the applicant has decided not to appeal the decision but was considering submitting a revised application. People thought LBS had handled this application very badly, as it was setting precedent for using BOL without a comprehensive environmental impact study.  
Action : Everyone to be prepared to review any further application. 
Advertising hoardings   PEA stated that LBS are granting permission for the erection of many mega advertising hoardings in the area, namely near the police station, Neptune Street etc. She had personally objected to the application for Southwark Park, opposite the China Hall. She advised people to be alert as very large, rotating advertising hoardings have 24 hour lights.  

Hawkstone triangle.    JH stated that LBS was taking to Cabinet 13th December a recommendation to refurbish Hawkstone as per the CW AAP. All the schemes over the last 5 years advocating demolition, new roads etc had been shelved.  

6. CWCF Election 

PA stated that despite wide circulation and promotion of the vacancies on CWCF, she had received four applications, Jerry Hewitt – CWC; Jarno Stet - Private Residents, Pauline Adenwalla – CWC; Steve Cornish – Voluntary Sector. Three Councillors are formally appointed by LBS annually so together with the landowners there is sufficient people to carry on CWCF should people so wish, whilst continuing to try to fill the remaining vacancies, as 8 members are quorate. She stressed it was important that CWCF be able to demonstrate that it was representative of the community if its submissions were to have credibility.  

The meeting agreed that they would like CWCF to continue and people would use their best endeavours to recruit other members, particularly local businessmen. Following discussions it was agreed PEA should continue as Chair but needs help.  

It was also agreed to investigate the scale of room hire charges at CW library. 
7. A.O.B. 
SC invited people to the FRDW AGM at the ECO Centre.  
PEA thanked everyone for attending and invited people to stay for a Festive Drink. 

Next meeting Monday, 23rd January 
11-12-05CWCFMinutes

1

