MINUTES OF MEETING (30)

CANADA WATER CONSULTATION FORUM

Date:

14th March, 2005

Venue:
Alfred Salter Primary School, Quebec Way, Rotherhithe, SE16.

	FORUM MEMBERS: 

	Cllr David Hubber       (CDH)
	(
	Cllr Danny McCarthy  (CDM)
	(
	Pauline Adenwalla        (PA)
	(

	Noel Ashton                  (NA)
	(
	Jan Goodfellow            (JG)
	(
	John Hellings               (JHs)
	(

	Brian Hodge                 (BH)
	(
	Janet Hodge                 (JH)
	(
	Lisa Hollamby               (LH)
	(

	Ian Moore                     (IM)
	(
	Gareth Osborn             (GO)
	(
	Pascale Rosenbloom   (PR)
	(

	Jeremy Simons            (JS)
	(
	David Taylor                 (DT)
	(
	Theresa Veith               (TV)
	(

	Adam Faulkner            (AF)
	(
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	(
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cllr Columba Blango     (CLB)
	x
	Cllr Lisa Rajan            (CLR)
	x
	Barry Albin-Dyer         (BAD)
	x

	Father Edward                (FE)
	x
	Gary Glover                 (GG)
	x
	Barbara Lawless           (BL)
	x

	Richard Olsen                (RO)
	x
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	IN ATTENDANCE:
	
	
	

	Ms Anna Devlet
	AD
	DTP/Canada Quays
	

	Mr Adrian Olsen
	AO
	LBS Developments & Improvements Officer (Sports Facilities)
	

	Ms Tara Quinn
	TQ
	LBS Head of Libraries & Information
	

	Mr Michael Whelan
	MW
	LBS Rotherhithe Area Youth Worker
	

	
	
	
	

	APOLOGIES:
	
	
	

	Cllr Lisa Rajan (maternity)
	
	Mr & Mrs Chalker
	Gary Glover
	

	Barbara Lawless
	Caroline Marais
	Marion Weatherhead
	

	Mr Coles (Principal) City of London Academy
	

	Mr Perry (Principal) Bacon’s CTC College
	

	Ms Olisa, City of London Academy
	
	

	Ms Janet Anns, Rotherhithe School
	
	

	
	
	
	


1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES:

PA welcomed Forum members, the audience and invited guests.  PA introduced Ian Moore, the new Manager of Surrey Quays Shopping Centre and replacement Business Representative.  Anna Devlet, DTP/Canada Quays, Community Outreach worker was also introduced to everyone. 

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (10/1/05):

The Minutes of the previous meeting were proposed and agreed.  

Proposed:

CDH

Seconded:

TV

A message was received the following day from BL drawing attention to the following omissions (see attached Addendum):

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (10/1/05 ACTION POINTS): 
Housing Association/RSL Representation

As far as inclusion in the Forum is concerned, Redriff, the largest collection of Housing Associations have said they cannot take on the role as housing representative. There has been a major change in the committee of Redriff HA and at present they feel that they could not take on the additional workload.   This item has been placed on hold.

British Land/Canada Quays

1.  Environmental Impact;
see item 6.
2.  Consultation:

see item 6 and Evaluation of the Forum’s role.
Evaluation of the Forum’s role

BM has been in contact with Anna Devlet, of Canada Quays, and she sees no reason to change the format of the CWCF for the foreseeable future. The Forum will contribute to part of a whole raft of public consultation which is due to proceed through April and May. This will include workshops looking at a variety of topics including design.

Topic Papers 

PA was still seeking volunteers to take ownership of each of the following papers: Built Environment, Community & Leisure, Green Issues, Social Inclusion and Youth.  

Action: PA to continue seeking volunteers to take ownership. 

Health :


JHs confirmed that the Locality Director for Rotherhithe & Bermondsey will attend the next Forum and he hoped that the Director of Public Health may also attend.  JHs asked if CWCF wished to input into the new Topic Paper and PA confirmed it would.  

Action :
JHs to ensure that an advance copy of the revised paper is sent to PA prior to the next Forum meeting for comment.
Education :

Martin Wilcox had not been able to attend the 14/3 meeting but hoped to be available for 9/5.  A brief written update regarding the Education Review had been requested but had not been received.

Action :
JR to confirm attendance at May Forum,
Transport :

In view of the recent ELL presentation to the RCC, PA had not yet requested that an engineer attend the Forum as she felt it would be a duplication.  

381 bus route ;

Reports indicate the service is improving and there is now a dedicated contact (Beverley Hall, Customer Services – email : customerservices@tfl-buses.co.uk ) 

Jubilee Line carriage extension :
JS referred to a recent email from Val Shawcross from Tim Ward of TfL (dated 19 January 2005) which said:
 

"According to TfL's 5 year Investment Programme, the Jubilee Line train sets will be upgraded from the current 59 trains of 6 carriages each to 63 trains of 7 carriages by the end of 2006".  JS advised that the signalling contracts were placed last year and will be in place by 2009/10".
Multi-modal study :  
PA had written to LBS indicating that there were now different criteria.  Cllr Richard Thomas (Executive Member for Transpor) had undertook to seek clarification from Val Shawcross asap
One-way traffic system study : 
CDH reported that he had been on a very useful walk/site visit together with BL, the Chair of Osprey Estate and a representative from ELL.  The increase in noise was discussed and CDH advised that there was now a clearer understanding of the problems.  PA advised that other quick fixes were the ongoing work around Rotherhithe Tunnel roundabout (creating a ‘funnel’) and work to Lower Rd and Jamaica Rd.  

Mulberry }

Dowtown} :
see Item 7. Update on Sites

Tesco
   }
4. UPDATE ON MELLISH FIELDS:

Tara Quinn (TQ), LBS Developments and Improvements Officer (Sports Facilities), outlined the background to the development which would see the run-down area transformed.  LBS in partnership with Bacon’s CTE are securing funding and major investment to provide a high quality facility for the community.  This will include an astro pitch, 2 football pitches (5 a side), coaching rooms, cricket nets, etc.  A steering group is being established and anyone interested in becoming involved should contact TQ.  LBS/Bacon’s are very keen to hear from all sides of the community.  Funding is reaching a final stage and TQ was pleased to advise that Nike have donated money to provide 2 multi-use games area.  Work on the draft lease is in discussion and it is hoped this will be finalised during the next 2-3 months.  The first phase is expected to commence mid-spring and will be completed Autumn 2005.  It was expected that the first phase of work would involve erecting fencing and laying out pitches to allow the grass to mature.  A Q&A session followed.  
Lorraine Smith (LS) (local resident/FRDW) asked whether provision for parking had been made? She pointed out it that it was a bus route and could be very dangerous (she was concerned that cars would park on the street).  TQ would investigate and revert.

LS asked whether the local community could have access to Mellish Field as the area is now fenced?  TQ expected the area to be sealed off.  However, David Meagher (a member of the steering group) thought there would still be access although he pointed out that TRUE have applied to fence area and seal the area immediately around the Ecological Hut.

A member of the audience asked if young people could participate in the set up stage?  TQ stressed that volunteers, including youngsters, were very welcome.  

JHs asked what other sport facilities would be provided other than football?  TQ advised athletics, cricket and hockey.

Others asked about entry costs?  TQ advised that LBS/Bacon’s were currently looking at prices charged across London in an effort to find a reasonable level.

CDM referred to November’s Nike Fun Run and the money pledged to Southwark Park.  TQ advised that the Nike play-areas will be in addition and separate to monies allocated to Southwark Park (£20,000).

It was suggested that the business plan be placed before the CWCF for comment.  Many were concerned that high prices could prevent young and others on low income from accessing the facilities.  DM said that the steering group  were aware of these concerns and it was hoped that there may even be a free youth club at least one night peer week.  CDM said that it had to be reasonably priced as there is such a desperate need, particularly for training pitches.  Michael Whelan asked whether young people who have been excluded could participate and it was felt that this was part of the style/management of the Centre’s management.  In closing, DM pointed out that once Mellish Fields is completed, work on St Paul’s Field will commence.  It is hoped that a dedicated youth facility will occupy the site.  
Action :
TQ will check and ascertain if proposed Business Plan can be placed before CWCF for comment (eg cost, hours of use, etc).  

5a. UPDATE ON YOUTH (additional item)

Michael Whelan (MW) outlined his role as the Rotherhithe Area Youth Worker and said that the formation of the Rotherhithe Youth Forum (RYF) was a key piece of his work.  He was also involved with supporting and developing youth work provision in Odessa Street.  The development of a new youth provision on Adams Gardens, development of a mobile access point, detached and outreach work.  Development of youth provision in the Albion Street area and working in partnership with Splash Dolphins to develop an Awards Night.  MW would like to hear from anyone who is interested in the supporting the RYF and he would particularly like to make contact with individuals (great and the good) who would be prepared to sit on the platform and answer questions.  Lengthy debate followed MW’s outline.  John and Barry of the Canada Estate asked that MW make contact with young people from the Estate and MW agreed that he would (and may already have met with them).  MW also pointed out that some of the young people present were actually part of Southwark Youth Council and they were giving their time voluntarily to help set up Rotherhithe’s Forum.  He also said that Rotherhithe was the only area in Southwark which had never participated in the SYC as the young people had chosen not to.  
The launch of the Rotherhithe Youth Forum will take place on Monday, 25th April (6.30-8.30) at Surrey Docks Watersports Centre.  
5. 21st CENTURY LIBRARY AS THE HUB OF THE COMMUNITY

PA introduced Adrian Olsen (AO), Head of Libraries & Information and commented that the first phase of the BL/CW development would include a library.  AO opened by referring to ‘Framework for the Future’ issued by the Govt. two years ago  Libraries work at three levels (i) promote reading and learning, (ii) encourage digital access and (iii) take a positive role in tackling exclusion.  AO felt that libraries could also be ‘one stop shops’ offering a range of complimentary services but books remained at the core and were unlikely to disappear.  85% of libraries spend will be on books.  Libraries were keen for non-library users to access their computer facilities as this in turn encouraged reading and participation in other services.  The Govt. is committed to encouraging all services to be available on line (ie driving licences, etc) and information is widely available.  Libraries are also Learning Centres (Blue Anchor and Nunhead) and it is hoped that additional literacy and numeracy classes will be provided.  Audio/visual books, DVDs, CD are all popular with young people and it has been found that these youngsters then become interested in other services on offer.  Large print books and specially adapted computer terminals are available for those with special needs.  Different cultures, festivals and languages are catered for with a variety of cd’s and books.  Reading was felt to be an extremely important element and most libraries have reading groups (both adult and child), literacy events and workshops continue to keep the emphasis on reading.  Reading is a vital role in children’s learning with homework clubs in every library and more is being done to enable schools to access facilities.  After-school clubs, class visits, weekly story telling, summer holiday schemes are available.  Health visitors now deliver a 
‘pack’ to all babies between their 9-18 month check.  Libraries also run advice centres for pensions and provide spaces for community use.  The law requires that book lending is free!
Canada Water Library

AO advised that Rotherhithe Library had been built in the mid-70’s but was sited in the wrong location as experience shows that location is very important.  Libraries work better situated in busy, easily –accessible places than in tucked away places where they do not thrive.  Rotherhithe has 25,000 books and offers a good service but is not open enough.  The aim for the future library is that it will be the hub and a community resource – ideally a multi-purpose building.  Southwark Libraries are keen to work with other services and offer a range of services, particularly adult learning.  AO very much hoped that Bede could continue their work at the Library (current lease has 10 years).  In summary, AO suggested that the following be borne in mind:  
· The building should be of a ‘flexible’ design that is ‘user friendly’ (ie counters can be barriers)
· Longer opening hours – possibly opening earlier or even self-service

· Extensive range of services 

· A warm, welcoming and inclusive space

· Consider the name – should it be even be called A Library? 
(ie Tower Hamlets: Ideas /Hants: Discovery Centre)

JHs asked what would happen to the existing building if the library no longer had a presence in  Albion Street and AO said it would revert to property.  AO and JHs both expressed the hope that the building could continue as an adult learning centre and that more flats would add to the decline of Albion Street.  DM said that the library and Albion St are currently subject to considerable anti-social behaviour but he hoped recent police and community warden initiatives would shortly begin to improve matters.  PA closed by thanking AO.  In closing AO mentioned that Norwich was particularly interesting library.

6.  BRITISH LAND/CANADA QUAYS:
David Taylor (DT) opened by apologising for the time it had taken to put legal and financial agreements into place and begin the consultation process.  He introduced Anna Devlet (community outreach) and gave a presentation on the background that led to the selection of British Land/Canada Quays – the 50-50 joint partnership and how the group is constituted.  He confirmed that the partnership had made a broad commitment to develop the whole site and positive and active discussion had already taken place with Conrad Phoenix and Slough Estates/Tesco.  However, some formal matters have still to be completed.  Sites A and B (council-owned land) would probably be the first to be developed and DT confirmed that a new library was part of the scheme.  Having listened to the community’s view, DT confirmed that the ‘boardwalk’ across the Dock had definitely gone.

DT wanted the consultation process to be fully inclusive of the CWCF, CWC, Tenants’ groups and as many new bodies that might want to participate.  These groups would be involved at the design process and there would be consultation on ‘key issues in addition to workshops with the community.  DT said they would be keen to look at issues of youth, transport, crime, etc and that the process was ‘not prescriptive’ and fully open to all stakeholders. Environmental Impact and Transport assessments will be undertaken and again local groups will be consulted in this process. DT accepted that a lot of work would need to be done and he hoped to make the process of working hours, spoil removal, etc as civilised as possible.  PA asked whether CQ could suggest any libraries that might be worth visiting to glean ideas.  DT agreed to provide some suggestions and added that they were very committed to the new library.  
In conjunction with LBS and the CWCF, the Canada Water newsletter would continue and he was open to ideas as to how this should be structured.  DT felt quite happy that the CWCF/LBS could have an input (and write sections).  Contact with local primary schools would also be retained.   DT agreed that the CWCF would be kept fully involved and he would keep us informed of progress.

Following the workshops and consultation, the views would be ‘interpreted’ into guidelines that will eventually become the agreed ‘compact’.  DT stressed that there were obviously commercial pressures that had to be taken into account.  DT was looking towards the Rotherhithe Festival and Southwark Park Events as a suitable timescale for the workshops.  He felt the basic masterplan still held good but the process needed fine-tuning.  

JG said that many key groups in the voluntary sector were currently working in old buildings and holding on to a lot of the area’s history. Whilst JG welcomed the new library, she felt that those working in education and community centres could easily be forgotten and needed to be part of the new centres.  JG asked that Canada Quays meet with the voluntary sector to hear their concerns.  DT/AD confirmed that they would certainly be keen to meet at an early opportunity.

John Taylor, Redriff asked for more background on the joint venture.  BL/CQ had set up the partnership to make the bid for Canada Water.  DT said British Land had many years experience and were listed in the FT 100.  Canada Quays had 25 years’ experience and had been involved in many prestigious sites, including Silvertown’s Royal Docks Millennium Quay (where their had been considerable cynicism amongst local people).  GO asked whether the Agreement had actually been signed and DT said that the outstanding agreement would be signed that week.

BD asked whether CQ had yet put a package together to mitigate an environmental damage etc to the area?  DT confirmed that an Environmental study had been commissioned 5 weeks ago and the results were awaited.  BD said that he did not feel the CWCF alone spoke for the Canada Estate as they had not been in existence when work on the Jubilee Line took place.  The C/E tenants were not in a position to sell up and leave if they did not like what was developed at Canada Water – unlike the private sector residents.  BD asked that any S106 monies be ‘ring fenced’ to improve the immediate area and not spent elsewhere in the Borough.  DT assured BD that in view of the Estate’s close proximity to the sites, the TA would be consulted at a very early stage.  JHs pointed out that the Forum had requested details of the measures that would be taken to minimise environmental impact – he asked that CQ make contact with the private sector residents living in the Pumphouse which was in fact the nearest to the sites.  JHs further requested that TfL and the Southwark PCT be included in the discussion from an early stage.  

CDM said he would like to see a ‘vision’ at Canada Water that is different from Bankside and the Elephant & Castle and something which has a meaning for local people.  Ideally something that could increase provision of health, transport and nursery.  He urged CQ to consult widely with the community.  PA said that by referring to the Forum’s topic papers – which would be re-visited regularly – the community vision seems clear.  Health was on the agenda for the next meeting.  Vivienne Palmer (Bede) asked if Millennium Quay was the site next to Britannia Village and DT agreed it was nearby.  VP felt that although there had been a great deal of consultation, the eventual design did not meet local people’s aspirations and some had felt it necessary to move.  GO asked when CQ expected to make submissions?   DT advised that they are working closely with the council’s planners and envisaged that the first submission would be around October/November.  John Taylor referred to Supplementary Planning Guidelines for Canada Water currently going through the planning process (now in 2nd draft).  He hoped that CQ would go along with the concept.  DT agreed that they would need to comply to gain planning consent.  DT advised that they had only recently began consultations with adjoining landowners and he hoped that they could be convinced of the win-win situation for all.  LH asked what CQ proposals had for Site E?  It was thought that residential had been suggested.  BH reminded everyone that the SPG says Site E is not suitable for residential.  AF pointed out that when the masterplan was drawn up, no SPG existed and that the situation has now changed.  BD hoped the regenerated area would reflect the history.  PA confirmed that information relating to the de-constructed Deal Porter’s Lodge (currently stored on Site A) had been forwarded to Southwark Property.  It was understood that S106 money had been allocated to Southwark Council by London Underground to re-erect the shelter on a suitable site when the area was finally redeveloped.  

Action:
C/Q would outline plans to mitigate any environmental damage to the area as soon as their study was available. 

Action :
DT agreed to provide some suggestions and added that they were very committed to the new library.  

7. S106 Update

AF had previously circulated a brief update on the position regarding S106.   The update did not have all the information as the matter is quite complex.  A review is still in progress and it was hoped that a first draft would be available in April following by a consultation period.  AF was not aware exactly how this consultation process would take place.  AF said that the current procedure of allocating funds for projects is difficult to administer as it is not always possible to find suitable matches.  AF hoped to ascertain more details over the coming months.  PA stated that she had recently been given a document which listed all S106 projects in the Rotherhithe Community Council area and Site D did not appear to be listed. AF advised that S106 for that site required improvement to the Albion Channel, car-share scheme and affordable housing and that no sum of money had been stipulated.  Many agreed that affordable housing was already a requirement without having to use S106 monies and AF said that this was a prime example of loose S106 agreements not being able to deliver.  JHs asked whether it could be made incumbent on 
developers?  CDM advised that the government is currently looking at S106 to ensure that people are consulted and projects of relevance and a green paper due out shortly.  JS commented that S106 monies should be used for the benefit of the local community directly impacted by the development concerned, for example on transport or environmental improvements, and not be spent on the other side of the Borough. I also noted that the Government had suggested that they might consider a flat rate tariff, common to all boroughs, however this would take away local discretion, setting the level according to local circumstances. 
AF outlined the process whereby an officer negotiates the agreement which is solely dependent on that individual’s attention to detail to ensure it is viable.  There does not appear to be any consistency and no uniformity.  To lay down too stringent requirements may mean some boroughs are not attractive to developers and this is not good either.  CDH referred to a recent case of an S106 agreed sometime ago with officers in Lewisham before boundary changes.  The site was now located in Southwark it was proving difficult to access considerable funding because the stipulated conditions were so tight.  GO warned of pitching aspirations too high as it could chase potential developers away – a fine balance was required.

Action:

Revised document due April 05. AF to monitor and bring back to Forum when available

7. UPDATE ON SITES:

Mulberry:
Hearing-reconvened 14th &15th March and will adjourn until 16th May for one day only.  The Public Enquiry will then re-convene later in 2005.

Site D:
.An application had been submitted for a ‘marketing suite’ to be located on the Surrey Quays Centre car park.  No further details were available at present.
Site E:
The Public Hearing will re-convene on Wednesday, 6th April at Bankside House, Sumner Street, SE1 (10.00am).
Downtown:
“Barratt’s have revised it’s proposals for Downtown and the revisions will be brought forward as an amendment to the current planning application.  The proposed community facilities will remain unchanged.  The changes to the scheme instead respond to issues and concerns raised by residents at the public exhibition in September and in the ongoing planning process as follows: 
· The scheme has been reduced from 281 to 268

· The buildings have been reduced in height adjacent Russia Dock Woodland from 9/7 storeys to 6/5 and along Salter Road frontage from 5 storeys to 4 storeys.

· Salter Road frontage is reduced in length to provide more green space at the junction with Downtown Road.

· Habitable rooms reduced from 744 to 681.

· Density reduced from 346.5 to 317.2 (habitable rooms per hectare).

· Parking remains at 60% provision

The intention is to submit the amendments to the planners by the beginning of April.  These will then be subject to further public consultation.  Hopefully at the next Community Council meeting (11th April, 2005).”
JHs was pleased to learn that Barratts proposed outling plans at an RCC meeting and he thanks NA for notifying the Forum.  JHs suggested that NA make contact with Downtown Defence Campaign to outline revised proposals.

SQ Leisure Park:
No further details are available and the CWCF would write formally to Kings Sturge 
(04-AP-2357)
asking them to present their proposals to the Forum.
Tesco Extension :
GO advised that work on the Tesco’s extension would begin at the start of 2006-7 financial year.   

9. UPDATE ON TOPIC PAPERS:  

A number of topic papers required re-visiting and PA asked that volunteers come forward to take ownership.   It was understood that the LBS topic paper on the UDP was available but to date no one had seen details.  

Youth:
The formation of the Rotherhithe Youth Forum was eagerly awaited and it was hoped that this platform could inform the CWCF debate.
Health:

A revised paper was awaited and the PCT would attend the May Forum.
Education:
A review of the Primary Education had recently taken place and it was hoped that LBS Education would attend the May Forum.
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  

Rotherhithe Angling Club :

PA was delighted to report the success of the Club since it’s inception on 1st Jan. 2005 and now has 49 members.  They have been working closely with Thames 21, Decathlon and LBS Environment, particularly John Cordner and there are a number of events and competitions planned.   It is hoped that a competion can be organised to co-incide with the Rotherhithe Festival on 3rd July.

Loss of Dockhead Fire Engine :

JHs had recently attended a public meeting at which Val Shawcross and Ken Knight outlined the reasons behind the suggestion to take one fire engine from Dockhead.  A similar meeting held at Canada Estate TA hall, also voiced public concern over increased development at Bermondsey Spa, Elephant & Castle, Canada Water, Lewisham and London Bridge, and the suggestion to seemed potentially very dangerous.  Statistics available showed that a large proportion of the Borough’s housing is in flats and to reach the fire, officers will need to climb stairwells with equipment.  
Action :
The Chair to write to London Fire Service expressing CWCF’s reservations at reduction in number of fire engines stationed at Dockhead Fire Station.
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