An open letter

Rt. Hon. Ruth Kelly MP

Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
Eland House

Bressenden Place

London

SW1E 5DU

Dear Secretary of State, 
Re: Southwark Plan

I, like many other local residents, was disturbed to read the reports in the Southwark News (1/03/07) which states you had requested Southwark Council to reconsider the designation of parts of the Rotherhithe Peninsula (outside the Canada Water area), Dulwich and Nunhead as suburban in the Council's Unitary Development Plan.

The only reason seems to be the objection from the Mayor of London that in his view the Southwark Plan does not conform with the London Plan despite offering no evidence to this effect during the consultation process or bothering to consult the local people of the areas in consultation or discussion of his view.
In the case of the Rotherhithe Peninsula local people have been closely involved with the development of the Southwark Plan putting in their views, responding to the various consultations and attending the Inquiry on the Plan held by your Inspector.

The overwhelming view of local people is that the areas outside the Canada Water area are more suburban than urban and whatever description the London Plan uses the area still fits the suburban description.

The UDP Inspector considered this issue in detail and concluded: "Apart from narrow strips of land alongside the River Thames with its preponderance of flats, Rotherhithe is more suburban in character this is mainly because of prevailing low-rise dwellings and a significant amount of open-space. Some of it has sylvan quality. Public transport, mainly by way of buses, is less frequent.
Rightly this part of the borough is a suburban zone and development should generally respect its existing character and densities". A fact not challenged by the Inspector at the Downtown Site Appeal Inquiry, neither did the Secretary of State raise any comments on the suburban designation of the site in her decision letter.

The Mayor of London has pressed for the designation to be changed from suburban to urban without raising any justification. Could it be that the Mayor actually agrees with the local population's view for in an interview (Regeneration and Renewal 26th March 2004) the Mayor stated when describing the Surrey Quays area; "You feel as though you have been dropped into the outskirts of East Grinstead". What could be more suburban than that!

The Government has always placed a high priority to community involvement in the planning process, and in the publication "Community Involvement in Planning -The Government’s objectives" it states: "The community must be able to put forward and debate options and help mould proposals before they are settled. People need to feel their participation can make a difference." The community in Rotherhithe did put forward and debated the options of designating the area suburban.

This was supported by local councillors, and all other political parties, by the Council and by the UDP Inspector yet you are requesting changes which may fundamentally affect the area that local people have chosen to live in and work towards building a sustainable community.

Local people did feel that their participation made a difference, however should you continue to press for the area to be designated urban would be a blow to those local people and to the Government's stated intentions of participation and involvement in the planning system which plays such a crucial role in people's lives.

It is actions such as this that lead to citizens feeling that they have no influence over the decision affecting their lives as stated in the Local Government White Paper.

Therefore I would urge you to reconsider your request seeking the redesignation of the Rotherhithe Peninsula and approve the Southwark Plan as submitted.

Yours sincerely,










