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1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES:

PA welcomed everyone and referred those present to the Code of Conduct for all CWCF meetings. A copy of the code was attached to the Minutes and freely available.  PA stressed that unacceptable behaviour would not be tolerated.

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (9/5/05):

The Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated and no objections had been received.
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (09/05/05 ACTION POINTS): 
British Land-Canada Quays

1.  Environmental Impact;


2.  Consultation (various):

see item 6: Update from British Land-Canada Quays

3. Library visits:. 

Multi-modal study :  
PA reported that despite support from AM Val Shawcross, TfL do not think it is appropriate.  AF felt ongoing negotations with Ove-Arup (which include a pinpoint exercise) might be able to apply some pressure. It was agreed that PA would write to Val Shawcross pointing out that TfL did not agree with her suggestion.  .AF had no further information on discussions with Ove Arup to report. 

Downtown

}

Fisher Athletic FC
}
see Item 7. Update on Sites
Surrey Docks Stadium}

4. TRANSPORT FOR LONDON – BUS PROVISION:

AB had attended previous Forum meetings and he advised that he was presently consulting with local interest groups and local business.  AB outlined recent improvements and key objectives for buses and provided a number of interesting statistics and future projections of numbers.  Passenger numbers are up and there is further expected growth in both passenger numbers and service provision of 40% between 2001-2011.    AB accepted that buses should be reliable, quick, convenient, accessible, comfortable, clean, easy and safe to use and affordable.  New technology (GPS), and exhaust emission controls will bring future improvements.  It was reported that 95% of buses can accommodate wheelchairs and this figure would rise to 100% by the end of 2005.  However, because only buses with fully operating ramps are allowed in service, problems are caused when they are withdrawn and strict penalties imposed for the periods they are off-road.   Improved bus driver training, better facilities and improved regularity will also bring benefits. AB outlined plans for the proposed C10 bus which will be extended from Elephant & Castle to Rotherhithe from March 2006.  The route will include links to Long Lane, Abbey Street, Pimlico, Victoria and will also service St Thomas Hospital.  It may also replace part of the 225 route with a more frequent service (every 12 minutes).  AB also provided the background to the suggestion of withdrawing the 395 bus service.  Passenger numbers of 150 per day provided very little revenue and it was difficult to justify continuing with the service.  A final decision would be taken on 29th July following consultation.
 A Q&A session followed:

Q. Transport is a major concern to Canada Water and other nearby developments and the move away from car ownership will place more reliance on bus routes – parts of the peninsula already badly served, the loss of the 395 and change of route for the 225 would cause more difficulties and delays.  The ‘loop bus’ suggestion seemed feasible why can’t it be implemented.

A. AB felt that by improving traffic congestion for all buses serving a variety of centres would improve the local service.  It would be difficult to have a viable service just for the peninsula.

Q.MW suggested a bus that could link up with the Thames Clipper service as it was difficult to access the existing pier.  GG suggested that buses also link with the Angel pub/Cherry Gardens Pier (City Cruises)

AB felt these were good ideas and agreed to look at the suggestions.

Q. The suggestion that bus driving was improving was rejected and numerous incidents of unacceptable or dangerous driving were cited (ie passengers who are elderly, less able bodied, carrying children or shopping).  Many disagreed that the wheelchair service had improved and again more examples were cited, particularly of ramps not working properly or lack of assistance from drivers on the 381 or 225 services.

A. AB said that driving instruction was intense and passenger care issues were strict.  Any incidents of bad driving should always be reported.  

Q. Jill Hobbs (JH) felt that the 395 was well used and provided a valuable service for those without cars to make frequent trips, particularly when carrying heavy shopping.  It was also well used by mums and school children. Removing the service could encourage more taxi use and add to the school run traffic congestion..

Q. Christine Jackson said that Canada Water tube station was heavily congested from 7.30 onwards on weekdays and along with many other commuters she was now taking the 225 bus to Bermondsey to board trains.  She felt a bus going direct to London Bridge and another to Canary Wharf would be well used. Prior to Canada Water tube station she had used a bus which went directly to Canary Wharf; it was well used, frequent and reliable.  She asked if the 395 could be extended to Canary Wharf and many agreed.

Q. Jon Ryan suggested designated bus stops be erected rather than the ‘hail and stop’ currently used.  AB agreed that there was now a move towards designated stops.  
Q. JS suggested that the 395 be extended to Canary Wharf on an experimental basis for a period of one year to assess the viability.  He felt Limehouse served no useful destination point and being only 15 seats also limited used. AB pointed out this was due to the size limitations of Rotherhithe Tunnel.

A. AB said the C10 would be more frequent and the 225 will terminate at Canada Water.

Q. JHs asked why newer buses are so noisey and hot at the back which is uncomfortable for passengers and AB agreed that improvements were necessary. 

Many felt the C10 bus be implemented as an additional service and that the route of the 225 should not be altered.  PA said that current air quality levels in the area were already poor and improvements on omissions were necessary.

MW advised that lighting bulbs at Canada Water seemed to take considerable time to be replaced and suggested the current maintenance service was not adequate.

BH said the area, particularly the peninsula, had a ptal score of 1  - the lowest in London.  4,000 additional properties were being built and planning for public transport must be done now.  Although possibly not cost effective, a better bus service was necessary.

PA suggested that the 381 be extended to Vauxhall.  She also advised that many of those embarking at Canada Water were not ‘counted’ as the engine was not switched on.

Everyone was urged to send detailed comment to JR asap regarding the withdrawal of the 395 bus service which will then be forwarded to TfL particularly given the development of the area.  PA would also supply AB with a summary of the problems caused by the 24 hour bus lane in Jamaica Road.

PA thanked AB very much for his presentation and response to the CWCF robust Q&A session.

5. EDUCATION
Mike Smith (MS) opened by referring to the Community Strategy Consultation currently underway which looks at the services provided by Southwark Council of which education, transport and planning are a major part.  The document will identify themes and ask for the community’s ideas, ie education, life-long learning, skills training, etc.  MS advised that the Children’s Act had had a dramatic effect on education and schools would in future become partnerships as part of the Extended Schools programme.  He said that buildings will not be used solely for education and should ideally be flexible and able to offer extended facilities on site.  Schools will be open from 8.00 until 6.00 and will offer childcare through breakfast clubs and after school activities.  Alfred Salter Primary School was a very good example of how it can work.  

Every secondary school in Southwark will have a ‘specialisation’ and it is hoped that all children will get a better chance through choice.  Southwark Council were looking at a new school for the peninsula.  In addition, those who ‘missed out on school’ when younger and would like to return to adult education will be given more choice and opportunity to improve or learn new skills.

Canada Water is due to have 4,000 additional houses.  It is expected to have a considerable impact and  Bacon’s CTC is currently full and realistically unable to expand.  LBS are keen to have a new school in the north of the Borough and an area has been designated within the new UDP in Quebec Way  The proposal was recently looked at in great depth during the UDP Enquiry and the outcome is currently awaited.  Lewisham has similar problems in the north of their borough and there are no plans to build a school to accommodate those students living in the area.  Additional primary schools are also needed.  Redriff and others have capacity but Alfred Salter is full.  The additional places will be found by expanding those existing schools with one form entry to two.  Initially Albion and Peter Hills schools would be expanded in the first instance.  There is also a possibility that health and social care may also be provided at schools.  MS welcomed feedback and suggested a return visit in the Autumn to hear suggestions and advise on the position following the outcome of the UDP Enquiry.

JHs advised that Peter Hills had just moved down to a 1form entry following a recommendation from Southwark Council.  MS agreed and said discussions were ongoing but ideally in future, local schools would all need to move to 2 form entry and be enlarged.  Albion probably had the best chance of enlarging their current premises given the land available.  JHs also asked whether statistics were available for how many primary school children currently living on the peninsula were actually being schooled elsewhere (and vice versa).  MS agreed that this information could be provided for the Forum?

Due to the over-subscription, many local children were not able to access their nearest schools and were forced to travel widely. MS agreed that whilst Alfred Salter served the local community well, Bacon’s CTC served a much wider area and it was for this reason that the new school should serve the local area.  Hilary Satchwell asked that ‘family housing’ be defined as it could refer to a number of possibilities.  MS said that LBS were keen to develop mixed communities and were trying to ensure that the agreed masterplan gives a balanced community.  Ultimately, this would depend on who occupied the housing and there may even be no need for a new school.  HS asked whether there was an assumption that 2 or 3 beds would always mean children.  Education for nursery and children under 5’s was already badly needed.  MS said that they were looking at how ‘children centres’ can be implemented in every community.

MW felt that there was good provision for adult education in Southwark but unfortunately not in Rotherhithe.  MS agreed and said that his department were keen to hear what the community would like whether it is formal or craft/activity driven.  A means assessment would be undertaken and he looked forward to coming back to discuss suggestions.  JHs said many local people had left school and taken up manual work that did not require computers which now precluded them from applying for work.  He hoped that evening courses for computer skills could be offered.  PA thanked MS and said that education needs would have an impact on the master plan given the amount of new residents during the coming years.

6. UPDATE ON BRITISH LAND-CANADA QUAYS:

David Taylor (DT) provided an update on the intense period of consultation that had taken place in June and July.  BL Canada Quays were working with groups on two different levels, ie the first was ‘specialist’ and included youth, disability forum, etc.  The general consultative groups had been encouraged to attend consultation workshop sessions held on weekday evenings and Saturdays at a range of events.  The ongoing exhibition at Seven Islands displayed information on a range of aspects.  BL-CQ met with the CWC and the Rotherhithe Housing Forum recently.  DT hoped said they were currently on target to submit planning applications for Sites A and B in October.  He hoped all those he had met with would be receptive and said that consultation would continue up until submission.  For those that were unfamiliar with the BL-CQ scheme, DT then provided a very comprehensive outline of the winning bid and the progress to date.  Some items had changed, the boardwalk and pool had been removed from the dock.  A more ‘useable’ public space had been created and the tower block (now 16 storeys) had been moved closer to the Canada Estate towers providing the ‘cluster’ preferred by the GLA.  Whilst still committed to the aquatic centre, consideration was being given to utilising the Seven Islands site.  The question of the library on Albion Street is also under consideration.  It had been suggested that provision of an Olympic quality pool may encourage over-use by those from outside the borough and some locals wanted to see something that might give more benefit to the communty, particularly youth.  Suggestions had been made that the new library should be multi-use.  The revised plan extended the ecological area and included a new canal.  The galleria had been reinstated following public demand and whilst the channel was not feasible, some form of water would be introduced.  In summary, DT felt a considerable number of unpopular ideas had been removed and better ideas for community facilities, etc, included. He wanted more people to get involved and look at other interesting projects.  The 3d model would be available at Seven Islands until Wednesday, 13th July (6.00pm).

EDCO Vicky Hill (VH) gave an overview of the environmental plans.  She said Canada Water was exceedingly special and they wanted to enhance and extend it, particularly around the edges and create a moat to prevent encroachment and protect wildlife.  They hoped to extend reeds to the shallow areas, refine and enhance islands, create gravel beds which will enable the birds to rest.  The folding lawn proposed for the area (where Decathlon currently stands) and mountain range bring an idea of Canada but they will not touch the dock edge.  The lawn is actually undulated and unsuitable for football.  Edco/BL-CQ were keen to preserve the historic link to Greenland Dock and were still looking at ways of extending the covered walkway.  Maintaining the fishing pontoon will necessitate it being moved and will include planting reed beds.  A high quality, community area was envisioned and Edco were keen to link in and improve on it. VH felt it had been a mistake to create gated communities and they wanted to ‘knit the area back together’.  She felt areas worked best when they enable completely free access.  They were looking at two-thirds of the housing being for private sector.  She confirmed that there was an ongoing dialogue with youth and other groups and that good progress was being made.  A Q&A session followed:

Q. Hs felt that the scheme had become higher and denser than the original which seemed to ‘open’ up the dock.

A. DT advised that only one building in the scheme is a tower black and just one storey has been added with the remainder predominantly medium rise.  BH suggestion to create an open space around the dock had been taken up.

Q. How would the large development planned for Stratford (half million square feet of retail), expansion at Lewisham, etc affect CW?  It will emphasise that it is a ‘district centre’?

A. DT preferred the idea of a town centre.  He felt Decathlon was a great facility which brought people in.  He would prefer specialist shops and not just ‘the usual suspects’.  He would also be keen to look at improving Lower Road and Albion Street and bringing in more localised retail to those areas.

Q. The loss of the library could spell the demise of the area as this currently helped to provide some footfall.

A. DT said there was a challenge to find an appropriate use for the building which required attention. The project would need careful consideration and he would be happy to look at possibilities.  

Would people prefer to retain Seven Island which was popular but in a grim condition?  Some would like to see a new facility.  Could a brand new full scale pool and leisure centre be build at Canada Water  or could a land swap be done to knock down Seven Islands and rebuilt pool and leisure there?  DT said the he would look at possibilities of both sites and discuss any ideas with the Forum in the future.  He said the Seven Islands was a large site but not a good use of the land.  A council storage facility is presently located behind and in theory they site could be extended towards Southwark Park.

Q. BH asked why Site E appeared to have disappeared from the diagrams?

A. DT advised that Site E is controversial and originally envisaged for residential. If they could acquire the land such as the workspace/office space currently located on Canada Street, they would be more open minded about a scheme.

Q. JHs referred to an item in a trade paper stating that a £96m upgrade to full colour was planned for the Daily Mail Group newspapers  at Oxford and Harmsworth Quays.  Is the planning permission to extend HQ related to this investment?  Will it have an increased impact on anyone proposing to use the site for residential housing?

A. Lisa Hollamby confirmed that increased activity will take place on the site .

Q. JHs asked whether the proposed aquatic centre pool would be 50m or 30m, ie training or leisure?  He felt the decision required careful consideration as those working for Fusion would all lose their jobs.

Q. DT advised that £2bn investment would be required.  He also pointed out that there is no Olympic size pool anywhere in London and 50 in Adelaide alone.

A. MW enquired about sustainable housing issues?

Q. DT advised that these would be picked up under S106 projects. Eco homes were very good and BL-CQ were very committed on building utilising reusable materials.  He also pointed out that there rating on eco friendly projects was good.

Q. GO representing Tesco and Sough Estates advised that a number of meetings had taken place with BL.  He said the BL-CQ plans did not reflect their views and did not respect their desire to keep the street open.  There is a demand for increased rental and BL-CQ need to take car parking ideas from Tesco/Slough Estates into consideration. 

A. DT advised that there was currently a split of 5 site areas.

Q. GO felt that alternative ways of dealing with the issues had not been explored.

A. DT said BL-CQ were currently in detailed discussion with Conrad Phoenix and Tesco/Slough Estates.  Discussion with CP about acquiring their site and Tesco/Slough was ongoing.  DT felt that the Forum was not the correct place for discussion.  He said that there were three scenarios i) to effectively acquire the interest of current land owned and include in the master plan, ii) a joint strategic venture to agree formal contracts and binding agreements or iii) a strategic alliance with no financial ties pointing in a specific direction.

Q. GO said that only one option would be acceptable to them and that was a strategic alliance.

Q. JHs asked where Tesco/Slough would park cars if an enlarged facility was built.

A. GO advised that cars would be parked on top (and definitely not underground).

Q/ BH said that if there were alternative suggestions they needed to be part of the time-tabling so that they were part of the master plan and the consultation process.  BH understood that Southwark Council have not allowed BL-CQ  to ‘cherry pick’ areas and that Site E is not on the master plan.  He was most concerned that the master plan could be agreed without any public statement.  It seems that no one has had any thoughts other than housing for Site A and a library for Site B.  He felt the master plan was being ‘rushed through’ to prevent it going through the due planning process.  There was a case for a far more detailed study of the plans.

A. In response DT said that BL-CQ had been given two obligations.  1) They should use their best endeavours to take forward the plans for Site A and B, ie consultation etc.  2) LBS were keen to ensure that they did not cherry pick vacant sites but should look at the whole site.  The master plan was subject to constant appraisal.  Steve Platts, Adam Faulkner and Pascale Rosenbloom look at what is happening and it is not set in aspic.  BL-CQ had to prove that they showed their best endeavours to look at the whole picture including those sites currently owned by Conrad Phoenix, Tesco/Slough Estates.  It is the intention to go before the Executive but it will still be subject o planning.  Finally, DT stressed that they would go with what the community would like and he was happy either way.

Q. PA asked the height of the tower block (16 storeys) and the blocks on Surrey Quays Road?

A. AF advised it was probably around 12 storeys.  DT agreed to check and revert. 

Q. HS asked about the mix of tenure, whether it was single aspect and how it would be delivered?  She felt that the sooner these questions were answered, a clearer picture of the plans would emerge as it was not clear from the current material available.  She also felt that a flexible framework was needed.

DT advised that social housing will be integrated and there are likely to be management issues.

Action:
Env, Assessment currently underway – will revert and brief CWCF.

Action:
DT to ascertain height of residential housing proposed for 

Action :
Written to Pumphouse residents and hoping to organise a meeting.  JHs also involved. Suggestion that Orchard House and Hothfield Place residents also be included.  Confirmed Osprey residents involved via Rothehithe Area Housing Forum and have met with DT;

Acton :
DT agreed to meet Private Resident Sector Group – JHs/JR to liaise

Action:
Constant contact with TfL, Ove-Arup and Southwark Council – ongoing. – 

Action:
Southwark Council involved with internal discussions with PCT.

Action:
      Proposed visit to Library by CWCF/RYF members: JR to co-ordinate those interested.

7. UPDATE ON SITES:

Site D:
No further construction work has taken place.  An Appeal has been set for  .  PA urged everyone to write their objections.

Site E:
The result of the Appeal will be published shortly.

Downtown:
The application went before Planning Committee recently and the final decision was adjourned to allow for a site visit
.  No information ontime had been provided and PA was under the impression that the applicant, objectors and officer should all visit the site together.  JHs commented that the Downtown residents made a big impression as other councillors had no idea of the length of time that had  been involved or the strength of the opposition.  To date BH, who had spoken on behalf of Downtown, had not been contacted to attend.  

Agreed that PA should email Cllr Jeff Hook.

Mellish Fields :GG advised that plans were going well and local negotiation was underway with Bacon’s

CTC.  Funding has been awarded funding and will be moving ahead.  They may need 

additonal funding for outer buidings.  JR was still endeavouring to obtain a glossy plan and a

copy of the Business Plan.

Fisher:
 
Granted permission.  Issues relating to retail and copper cladding were notified.

S106 :
AF advised that the document will be going to Executive in July and expected it to be in the public domain shortly.

8. UPDATE ON TOPIC PAPERS:  

A number of topic papers required re-visiting and PA again asked that volunteers take ownership. The papers include Built Environment, Community & Leisure, Green Issues, Social Inclusion and Youth.  JHs has offered to work with the RYF in the production of the Youth topic paper. PA/JHs to liaise.

Action: 
PA to continue seeking volunteers to take ownership. 

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  

PA referred to changes in the Licensing Act and in particular 24hour opening times.  A number of local pubs/restaurants had applied for late licenses and anyone who wished to object/support should check the Southwark website www.southwark.gov.uk.

PA advised that the CWC AGM was held recently and the existing Forum representatives (Pauline Adenwalla, Janet and Brian Hodge) had been re-elected,  The Private Sector Residents’ election will be held on Wednesday, 20th July (7.00pm) at The Old Mortuary and the BL Canada Quays’ exhibition continues at Seven Islands (10-6). 
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